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SIGHTINGS OF THE COMMON CRANE (EUROPEAN) 
IN NEBRASKA IN SPRING 1972 

Dr. Mary M. Tremaine 

On Wednesday, March 29, 1972, Glenn Viehmeyer called me from North 
Platte to say that the Denver Field Ornithologists had reported a Common 
Crane (European) (Gras grus) in the area between North Platte and Suther¬ 
land on March 26. Gail Shickley called me from Colorado that evening and 
said the Denver group were not sure they had been able to get a photograph 
of the bird, so it would be helpful if I could try. I went as far as Elm 
Creek Thursday evening with plans to go the remaining eighty miles to 
North Platte on Friday. Unfortunately, the weather was bad Friday morn¬ 
ing, and since I knew I would! have to have sun to photograph a bird four 
hundred feet away, I decided to go to my blind on the Glen V. Morse farm, 
six miles west and two miles south of the Interstate at the Elm Creek inter¬ 
change, rather than going on to North Platte. 

At 10:45 A.M. on Friday, March 31, a Common Crane (European) walked 
into the view-finder of my camera (Hasselblad with 500 mm. lens) in the 
pasture of the Morse farm. The bird was the size of the Greater Sandhill 
Crane, at least; it was browner than our adult Lesser Sandhill Cranes, but 
had very black primaries and tips of secondaries in contrast to the pattern 
in Lesser Sandhill Cranes, which don’t seem an intensely deep black to me. 
The neck and head were black except for white as described below; the di¬ 
vision between the black foreneck and the breast was as sharp as in a Canada 
Goose; a conspicuous white area began on the side of the head back of the 
eye (which seemed red) and extended in a stripe down the side of the neck; 
the white stripes from each side met in a V in the back of the neck. I could 
make out only a suggestion of red on the crown of the head (red shows at 
the rear of the crown of the head in the pictures) ; the bill was greenish- 
yellow. 

This bird behaved like an adult; it seemed to maintain somewhat greater 
distance from the Lesser Sandhills than the latter species customarily do 
amongst themselves, and enforced this distance with an attack feint towards 
birds that blundered too close. This type of behavior is very seldom exhibited 
by immature Lesser Sandhill Cranes. The group of cranes with which the 
Common Crane associated seemed to be familiar with this behavior and 
avoided coming closer than about five to six feet to the Common Crane. 

Since I have been unable to find a book which gives sequence of plumage 
or any description I can’t say whether the bird at Elm Creek was an imma¬ 
ture or an adult. The bird seen at North Platte was described as gray. 

My bird drank, fed along the stream, and slept in my view for five hours 
on March 31, after which it flew off to feed with the small flock with which 
it was associating (about thirty birds). I photographed the bird in color at 
120 feet and in black and white at 250 feet. These negatives required ex¬ 
treme enlargement, but the bird is recognizable. 

On Saturday, April 1, Mr. Morse saw the Common Crane a little after 
9 A.M. flying alone to a corn field where other cranes were feeding. I did 
not see the bird from my blind, although it could have been there; my field 
of view from the blind is very limited. However, I saw the bird at about 
6:30 P.M. flying toward the Overton roost. Neither Mr. Morse nor I saw 
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— Photo Mary Tremaine 


the bird on Sunday, April 2. Loafing birds in the pasture were “spooked out” 
shortly after their arrival at noon by people who got out of their cars on the 
road* to take pictures. 

Detailed information with times of day of the sightings of the Common 
Crane in the North Platte area is incomplete at this time, but Mrs. Christine 
Bonney of Denver gave me the following: “The Denver Field Ornithologists 
had their meeting Tuesday evening March 28th and Lois Webster who had 
led the Audubon trip to North Platte Saturday and Sunday, March 25 and 26, 
announced the sighting of the Common Crane. Thompson March was at the 
meeting and started immediately for North Platte. He found the crane the 
next morning, Wednesday. And the next day the John Coopers drove to the 
same area between Hershey and North Platte on U.S. 80 and after some 
searching they also saw it to their satisfaction. On Friday I am told that an¬ 
other of our experts went to look for it - Jack Reddal - and saw it. I did not 
hear where he saw it. Our bird was more gray than brown and the red was 
observed on its head .... I feel ours was an adult. I am inclined to think 
that your sighting had to be another bird.” 

And from Gail Shickley “I . . .got Thompson Marsh on the telephone 
Saturday evening and learned that there were birdwatchers from Denver in 
the North Platte area every day last week and that all of them succeeded in 
seeing the European Crane . . . He said that Mildred Snyder was one. of 
the group that saw it near North Platte on Friday.” 

Although more complete information is needed, it seems clear that there 
have been two Common Cranes in Nebraska with the Lesser Sandhill Cranes, 
but in different flocks. Since both species nest in Siberia, it seems probable 
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that a pair (or an adult and an immature depending on final identifications) 
flew the North American fly way with the Lesser Sandhill Cranes. It is pos¬ 
sible that the individuals could have become separated in Texas or Mexico in 
the panic flights that result from hunting in those areas. Let’s hope both 
those flocks of Lesser Sandhills are heading for Siberia so both Common 
Cranes get back! 

It would be interesting to know if these birds were sighted elsewhere in 
North America during this migration season. 

I regret that I was unable to stay over and go to North Platte on Mon¬ 
day, April 3, to look for the bird there. It seemed better to stay in the Elm 
Creek area to document the Common Crane there and attempt to establish 
whether or not there were two birds on the weekend of April 1. There were 
only a very few Cranes in the North Platte area on Sunday, April 9; they 
must have all gone north sometime during that week. 

University of Nebraska Medical Center 
Omaha 

It was quite foggy Sunday, the morning we saw the Common Crane, and 
it was feeding with a large group of Sandhill Cranes in a field by U.S. 80 
between Hershey and North Platte. We had several telescopes and several of 
our group were able to see it and watch it feeding. We did not know at the 
time what it was, and only were able to identify it after we got home and 
found the reference in bird books. It is pictured in Peterson’s Birds of Britain. 

— Mrs. Christine Booney, Denver 

I found the Common Crane at approximately 8:15 A.M. Mountain 
Standard Time (which of course was 9:15 A.M. local or Central Standard 
Time) March 31, 1972. It was feeding in a stubble field with a small flock 
of Sandhill Cranes about six or seven miles east of Hershey just north of 
Highway 30. So far as I can determine, my sighting was the last in the 
Hershey area. Mr. Harold Holt of Denver journeyed to the area on Sunday, 
April 2, but failed to locate the bird. Mrs. Merle C. Barbour of Englewood, 
Colorado, and Mrs. Elmer Ausfahl, also of Englewood, saw the bird at Her¬ 
shey about 90 minutes before I did on March 31 in almost the very same field. 
The bird at Hershey was a highly plumaged adult and although feeding in 
the company of Sandhills it seemed content to remain at the edge of the flock. 
I failed to see the red on the head but the light wasn’t all that good 
and it was also an extremely windy day. I neither saw the bird fly nor heard 
it call. It certainly appears that there were two birds, especially when one 
considers the time and distance involved between Hershey and Elm Creek. 

—- Jack Redally Englewood, Colorado 

On March 26, 1972, Lois Webster and a group of Denver birders saw a 
Common Crane ( Grus grus) in a flock of Sandhill Cranes between mileposts 
171 and 172 on U.S. 30 between North Platte and Hershey. Thompson Marsh, 
of Denver, saw the bird March 28 and called Mrs. Walter Nielsen,, North 
Platte, who drove out to the location but failed to locate the bird. George Ne- 
son, Conservation Officer, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, saw the 
bird March 29, as did some more birders from Denver. 

There wasn’t, as far as I can learn, a single sighting of the bird by any 
of our North Platte people, other than Mr. Nason. This sort of gives us an 
inferiority complex when “dam furriners” from Colorado can make repeated 
sightings! I suppose our people drove a thousand miles in the crane area 
around Hershey; I made three trips out to see if I could find the critter but 
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no luck! I saw Dr.Tremaine’s photo and the bird stands out so plainly that 
one could scarcely miss it if he had his glasses on a flock. 

Dr. Tremaine believes that there isn’t much indication that there is ex¬ 
change between the Hershey and Elm Creek flocks. My own feeling is that 
there is some exchange for, in observations between Hershey and Elm Creek, 
I have seen Crane flocks flying high and traveling parallel to the river. This 
is something that needs a lot more study before we will know. 

If I had to guess I’d say two birds. 

— Glenn Viehmeyer, North Platte 

Because of suggestions (from Dr. Pettingill among others) that the 
birds probably were escapees, I talked in late April to Dr. Lee Simmons, 
Director of the Henry Doorly Zoo, Omaha. He had not heard of any such 
escape. If he heard later he was going to call me, but I have had no call 
through May. — R. G. Cortelyou, Omaha 

A Great Blue Heron Colony in Hitchcock County 

The Great Blue Heron ( Ardea herodias) is considered a common migrant 
and summer resident in Nebraska, nesting in widely scattered colonies 
through-out the state (Rapp, et al. Revised Checklist of Nebraska Birds, 
Occas. Papers of N.O.U. No. 5, 1958). However, very few nesting colonies 
(heronries) in the state have been reported in the literature. This note 
documents the occurrence of a heronry found in western Hitchcock County 
on 12 June 1971. 

The heronry was located on the west end of Swanson Lake (Section 8, 
T-2N, R-34W, Hitchcock Co.), a reservoir on the Republican River near 
Trenton, Nebraska. A total of 28 nests was observed but only 22 appeared 
to be used by the herons. The nests were all in dead elm trees about 200 feet 
from shore in an area of woods inundated by water. 

The contents of the nests could not be seen from the waters edge, but 
the use of a spotting scope from a hill overlooking the site allowed me to 
look into the lowest nests. One nest contained four eggs, another six nests 
contained four young each, and eight nests contained three young each. I 
was able to observe single young in four other nests, but whether these con¬ 
tained additional young is uncertain. Three nests had one or two adults 
attending them but no young were visible. 

A return visit to the heronry on 28 June 1971 revealed that two of the 
nests that previously contained young were empty. Three additional nests 
had been constructed and were attended by adult herons. The heights of the 
nests above the water were measured using an Abney level (lowest-45 feet; 
highest-95 feet; mean-62 feet), but both the height of the nest above the 
water and the number of nests in a single tree (one tree held! seven nests) 
seemed to be primarily dependent on the number and position of branches 
capable of supporting heron nests. 

Great Blue Herons were observed along the Republican and Frenchman 
Rivers and their tributaries in Hitchcock County, but the Swanson Lake 
heronry was the only evidence of breeding for this species. It is only a 
quarter mile from Highway 34 yet is hidden from view and offers no easy 
means of access^ This undoubtedly enabled the colony to become established 
and persist. Calvin L. Cink 

Department of Zoology 
University of Nebraska/Lincoln 



8 


Nebraska Bird Review 


WINTER MEETING 

The Winter Meeting was held a little later than usual, on March 19, as 
part of the First West Central Audubon Conference held March 17 to 20, 
1972, in Grand Island. NOU was a co-host for the conference. The con¬ 
ference t'/'me was “Saving Our Scenic Rivers and Vanishing Prairie”. The 
conference program, on the afternoon of Saturday, March 18, was presided 
over by Mr. Charles H. Callison, Executive Vice President of the National 
Audubon Society, and consisted of: 

The Ecological Significance of the Platte — a River Threatened by 
the Mid-State Reclamation Project, Mr. Ron Klataske, West Central Re¬ 
gional Representative, National Audubon Society 

Adverse Aspects of Mid-State on the Farming Community, Mr. Mark 
Bolin, Director, Mid-State Irrigators, Inc., Gibbon, Nebraska 

An Economic Analysis of the Mid-State Project, Dr. Steven Hanke, 
Department of Geography and Environmental Engineering, John Hop¬ 
kins University 

An Environmental Impact for Nebraska’s Wild River - Crisis on the 
Niobrara, Dr. Larry Holcomb, Creighton University 
Mr. Nathaniel Reed, Assistant Secretary of Interior for Parks and 
Wildlife, spoke at the banquest, which was presided over by Dr. Elvis 
J. Stahr. 

NOU held its meeting Sunday morning, concurrently with various con¬ 
ference workshop sessions. An unofficial business meeting was held first, and 
the Norden and Mid-States projects were discussed, and also a proposal to 
sponsor the AOU meeting for 1974. At the following paper session Charles 
R. Frith spoke on “The Ecology of the Sandhill Crane in Southcentral Ne¬ 
braska”, Dan Hatch on “Hybrid Infertility as a Reproductive Isolating 
Mechanism in Quail”, and Loren Bonde, U. S. Game Management Agent, 
spoke extemporaneously on “Game Management”. About twenty-eight mem¬ 
bers and visitors attended. 

The topic for the Sunday afternoon session of the conference, again pre¬ 
sided over by Mr. Callison, was “Audubon Action Priorities and the National 
Outlook”. The following talks were given: 

Prospects for a Prairie National Park, Dr. E. Raymond Hall, University 
of Kansas. 

Success in Prairie Preservation, Mr. Don Christisen, Advisor, The Mis¬ 
souri Prairie Foundation, Columbia. 

The weather was sunny, in the 60’s and 70’s, for the field trips taken 
during the conference. Fifty-four species were seen by NOU members: Cana¬ 
da, White-fronted, Snow, and Blue Geese; Mallard, Gadwall, Pintail, Green¬ 
winged Teal, American Widgeon, Shoveler, Redhead, Ring-necked Duck, 
Canvasback, Lesser Scaup, Bufflehead, Common Merganser, Red-tailed 
Hawk, Bald Eagle, Marsh and Sparrow Hawks, Ring-necked Pheasant, Sand¬ 
hill Crane, American Coot, Killdeer, Lesser Yellowlegs, Herring and Ring¬ 
billed Gulls, Rock and Mourning Doves, Belted Kingfisher, Flicker, Red-bellied 
and Downy Woodpeckers, Common Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, Robin, 
Eastern and Mountain Bluebirds, Cedar Waxwing, Loggerhead Shrike, Star¬ 
ling, House Sparrow, Eastern and Western Meadowlarks, Red-winged Black¬ 
bird, Common Grackle, Cardinal, Purple Finch, Common Redpoll, Pine 
Siskin, Slate-colored Junco; Tree, Harris’, and Song Sparrows. 
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1971 NEBRASKA NESTING SURVEY 

Compiled by Dr. Esther V. Bennett 

Data on the 1971 Nesting Season in Nebraska were received from 38 ob¬ 
servers, reporting on 81 species from 25 counties. Counties in the tabulation 
are listed in a west to east order, with the northernmost of approximately 
equal locations given first. Numbers represent Nest Record Cards; letters 
are from NOU Nesting Report forms: N represents nests observed; Y repre¬ 
sents young observed; F represents carrying food; and M represents carry¬ 
ing nesting material. Fifty-seven Nebraska species were reported on 865 
North American Nest Record Cards. In addition, unidentified nests were 
reported on two cards and out-of-state nests were reported on 70 cards. 

The counties (with column numbers on the tabulation shown in pa¬ 
rentheses) and the contributors were: Adams (13)„ E. F. Kennedy, E. R. 
Ritchey, 0. W. Ritchey, Harold J. Turner, Bernice Welch; Buffalo (9), J. C. 
W. Bliese, R. L. Fellows, R. J. Schmidt, B. J. Steger; Butler (16), Z. Uridil; 
Cass (21), R. G. Cortelyou; Cherry (4), Ned I. Peabody, John W. Koerner; 
Clay (14), Elden and Ruth Percival; Cuming (17), Larry L. Einemann; Cus¬ 
ter (7), R. L. Fellows; Dawes (1), L. J. Padelford, Z. Uridil, Dawson (8), 
D. W. Clemans; Douglas (19), Larry C. Holcomb, R. G. Cortelyou; Garden 
(3), Ronald L. Perry; Greeley (11), Douglas C. Moody; Hall (12), H. B. 
Johnson, Wm. W. Lemburg; Johnson (23), Sam Antholz; Kearney (10), 
D. W. Zaroban, E. R. Ritchey; Lancaster (18), Esther Bennett, Sue L. 
Blackman, Kit K. Dimon, Ed Fogerty, Norma Johnson, Ann A. Myers, 
Frances L. Taylor; Lincoln (6), Mrs. Morris A. Cox; McPherson (5), Oona 
S. Bassett; Nemaha (24), R. H. Heskett; Otoe (22) Sam Antholz, Sue L. 
Blackman, Jim R. Commers, Ann A. Myers; Richardson (25), Sue L. Black¬ 
man; Sarpy (20), R. G. Cortelyou, I. L. Nuland, L. J. Padelford; Sheridan 
(2), Z. Uridil; York (15), Lee Morris. 

Contributors of at least 15 cards included: Frances L. Taylor (248) (6 
Kansas, 4 Oklahoma), Oona S. Bassett (125) (10 Colorado, 38 Arizona, 1 
New Mexico), Douglas C. Moody (57), Sam Antholz (43), Sue L. Black¬ 
man (32), Esther Bennett (28), Larry C. Holcomb (26), Bernice Welch (20), 
Ann A. Meyers (18), Lee Morris (17), and Elden and Ruth Percival (15). 

The following 25 Nebraska species which were reported for 1971 were 
not reported in the 1970 Nesting Survey (NBR 39:10) : Green Heron, 
Trumpeter Swan, Canada Goose, Gadwall, Pintail, Green-winged Teal, Ameri¬ 
can Widgeon, Shoveler, Redhead, Canvasback, Ruddy Duck, Red-tailed Hawk, 
Greater Prairie Chicken, Black Tern, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Burrowing Owl, 
Poor-will, Chimney Swift, Say’s Phoebe, Rock Wren, Mockingbird, Brewer’s 
Blackbird, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Black-headed Grosbeak, and Chipping 
Sparrow. 

Sixteen species reported in the 1970 Nesting Survey were not reported 
in 1971: Eared Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, Black- 
crowned Night Heron, Marsh Hawk, Sora, Forster’s Tern, Eastern Phoebe, 
Traill’s Flycatcher, Eastern Wood Pewee, Western Wood Pewee, Purple 
Martin, Mountain Bluebird, Scarlet Tanager, Indigo Bunting, and Rufous¬ 
sided Towhee. 

Three species - Green Heron, Trumpeter Swan, and Poor-will were 
added to the list of Nebraska nesting species (NBR 39:15; NBR 39:58 

— Text continued on page 15 
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Sparrow Hawk 

Greater Prairie Chicken 


1 2 3 4 5 
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Chimney Swift - - - - - - ------ 1 - - - - - - ------ 1 
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Mockingbird 

Catbird 

Brown Thrasher 
Robin 

Eastern Bluebird 
Loggerhead Shrike 
Starling 
Bell's Vireo 
Warbling Vireo 
Yellow Warbler 
Hou.se Sparrow 
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Least Bittern, Mockingbird), bringing the total to 138 species reported since 
1965. Ned I. Peabody, Valentine National Wildlife Refuge, reported No¬ 
vember 18, 1971 (personal communication) the following: 

“The Trumpeter Swans have nested on “21” Lake for the past three years. 
They are not the same pair, however. The original pair nested in 1969, 
producting two cygnets, and again in 1970, this time producing four cyg¬ 
nets, three to flight stage. During the fall of 1970, the pen was shot on 
Merritt Reservoir and wounded. It was taken to LaCreek National Wild¬ 
life Refuge in South Dakota for care, and determined that the distal por¬ 
tion of the humerus had been shattered by shotgun pellets, and that she 
would never fly again. But in the spring of 1971, a pair of Trumpeter 
Swans were back on “21” Lake and nested on the same muskrat house that 
was used in 1970. We theorized that the cob had remated and brought his 
new bride back to the refuge. They hatched two young, probably on June 
19 or 20. All four swans are still on the refuge and have recently been 
joined by four others, an adult and three immatures.” 

He also reported that: 

“Canada geese also nest on the refuge, mostly as a result of a captive 
flock program which was terminated in 1968.” 

The fine participation of Nebraska contributors in the Nest Survey is 
appreciated very much. The program at the Cornell Laboratory of Orni¬ 
thology is developing at an unusual rate because of heightened interest in the 
program throughout the country. 

Cards, instruction sheets, and Laboratory of Ornithology Nest Survey 
Newsletters may be obtained from Dr. Esther Bennett, 600 S. 33, Lincoln, 
Nebraska 68510. Completed cards should be returned to Dr. Bennett by 
October 1, 1972. City Naturalist, Lincoln 

1971 CHRISTMAS COUNT 

Ninety-nine species were recorded in the 1972 Christmas counts from 
ten localities, and five other species were reported as present during the 
count period but not recorded on the count itself. The comparable figures 
for 1970 were ninety-five species recorded, and five present but not recorded, 
from ten localities. Rock Doves are not included in this (1971) tabulation 
because, in accordance with Audubon’s request, they were not shown on 
several of the reports. However, Meadowlarks were split this year, rather 
than reported only as “sp”, because the identification where both forms were 
reported was based on call notes (see the comment for Lincoln and for Indian 
Cave). The total number of individuals reported this year is 122,125, com¬ 
pared to over 131,083 last year. The approximate sizes of important de¬ 
creases this year are Mallard, 4,000; Starlings, 6,000; Red-winged Black¬ 
birds, 4,000; Grackles, 1,000; and Rock Doves were 980 last year. The ap¬ 
proximate sizes of important increase this year are Snow Goose, 9,000, and 
Blue Goose, 1,000. Both types of Flickers were reported both years. This 
year Chadron, Hastings, and Indian Cave reported only “Flickers”; Scotts- 
bluff reported 6 Yellow-shafted and 19 Red-shafted, Kearney 2 and 1, 
Beatrice 25 and 7, and Omaha 145 and 2; Greeley and Lincoln reported only 
Yellow-shafted. 

The columns are arranged in an approximate west (left) to east (right) 
order, with the northernmost point shown first when points are about of the 
same longitude. The symbol “H” is used to indicate species present during 
the count period but not observed on the count day. 
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Beatrice, December 26. Eleven observers in 3 parties. Twenty-eight party 
hours, 23 by car, 5 by foot; 243 party miles, 234 by car, 9 by foot; plus 3 
party hours, 44 party miles, calling owls from 4:30 to 7:30 AM. 7:30 AM 
to 5:30 PM. Cloudy, snow in the afternoon, no ice, 19° to 24°, wind from the 
northwest from 7 to 20 mph. Vera Anderson (reporter), Joyce Beach, Calvin 
Cink, Kent Fiala, Edith Higgins, Grace Higgins, Norma Larimore, Mrs. Mil¬ 
dred Luebben, Mrs. Roxana Peckman, Mrs. Esther Smith, Mrs. Ruby Weigel. 

Chadron, January 9. 8 AM to 3 PM. Calm to very windy, 30°. Chadron 
to Whitney, 64 miles. Marj Blinde, Doris Gates (reporter), Priscilla Mays, 
Z. Uridil. The lack of the common prairie birds was assumed to be due to 
the wind. 

Columbus, December 31. Along the Platte River near Monroe. Twenty- 
six miles, 24 by car, 2 by foot. 7 AM to 10 AM. 5 mph wind, 25° to 30°. 
Rev. Keith Bruning, Pete Bruning, Doug Moody (reporter). 

Greeley, December 31. Moody farm, Pibel Lake Recreational Area, and 
the roads and shelterbelts in between. Fifty-six miles, 54 by car, 2 by foot. 
2 PM to 6 PM. Wind 5 to 10 mph from north, 30° to 32°. Rev. Keith 
Bruning, Pete Bruning, Doug Moody (reporter). 

Hastings, December 18. A fifteen-mile circle with its center south of 
town, 1.5 miles south of Highway 6 and .5 miles east of Highway 281, to in¬ 
clude city parks, Parkview Cemetery, Crystal Lake, woodlands along the 
Little Blue River, fields and pastures, and lagoons west of Glenvil. Clear, 
winds calm to 15 mph, 24° to 51°, very little snow, ponds frozen, river open. 
Thirteen observers in 6 parties. Party hours 24, 10 on foot, 14 by car; party 
miles 191, 9 on foot, 182 by car. Mrs. George Anderson, Miss Clema Bor¬ 
land, Miss Geraldine Heartwell, Miss Marie Heiss, Mrs. Wm. Helzer, Miss 
Helen Kucera, Burton Nelson, Eldon Pervival, 0. W. Ritchey, Mrs. O. W. 
Ritchey (reporter), David Ross Jr., Bernice Welch, Mrs. Ronald Whitaker. 
The Brown Thrasher is spending the winter in the same yard it was in last 
year. 

Indian Cave State Park (Richardson County), January 2. All points 
within a 15-mile diameter circle, center 2 miles east of the junction of State 
Highways 62 and 67, to include Indian Cave State Park, Missouri River, 
Verdon, Shubert, Barada, and Nemaha River. Deciduous woods 25%, fields 
and pastures 68%, brushy draws 6%, water 1%. 6:30 AM to 7:15 PM. Clear 
in morning but growing progressively more cloudy towards day’s end, snow¬ 
ing in the evening. No snow on the fround and most water open. Six ob¬ 
servers in 3 parties. Sam Antholz, Calvin Cink (reporter), Hazel and Fitz- 
hugh Diggs, Kent Fiala, and Dan Hatch. The Snow Geese and Bald Eagles 
were seen along the Missouri River, The numbers of Red-headed Woodpeck¬ 
ers, Bluebirds, and Titmice were noteworthy. The observers again (see Lin¬ 
coln) attempted to call up owls with a tape recorder, but this time waited 
until evening to begin. Unfortunately a storm broke loose just shortly after 
they started and they got only 3 Screech Owls. They did get an Eastern 
Meadiowlark call, but it was too windy for good results and “besides it takes 
too long to sit and listen for calls when you have so much territory to cover. 
Three teams spent the entire morning covering the park itself”. The dirt 
roads were frozen during the morning, but thawed quickly, and one car got 
stuck in the park. 

Kearney, December 31. A fifteen-mile diameter circle, centered at the 
Platte River bridge south of Kearney, to include Kearney Cemetery, Wood 
River area, Fort Kearney State Park, Platte River, Odessa Bridge, Ludden 
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Woods, and Kearney city streets. 8 AM to 4 PM. Clear all day, 21° to 54°, 
wind southwest at 10 to 18 mph. No snow, river open with patches of floating 
ice. Five observers in one party, 72 party miles, 69 by car, 3 on foot. George 
W. Brown (reporter), Marian G. Brown, Norma Radford, Jack Unbehaum, 
Larraine Unbehaun. 

Lincoln, December 19. A fifteen-mile diameter circle, centered at South 
Coddington and A Street (center shifted west from 14th and A), to include 
Pioneers Park, Wyuka Cemetery, Capital Beach Lake, Pawnee, Lake, Cone¬ 
stoga Lake, Salt Creek, Yankee Hill Reservoir, and Wilderness Park. Coni¬ 
ferous woods 1%, deciduous woods 40%, brushy draws 5%, fields and pas¬ 
tures 50%, water 4%. 5:30 AM to 5:15 PM Cloudy in the morning but clear 
in the afternoon, 25° to 34°, no snow, most lakes with some open water. 
Nineteen observers in 5 parties: Mary Jo Cink, Calvin Cink (reporter), 
Shirley Doole, Elizabeth Ernst, Kent Fiala, Everett and Mildred Gross, Ralph 
Harrington, Willard and Hildur Hogan, Norma Johnson, Rosalind Morris, 
Tressie Murdoch, John and Mabel Ott, and Frances Taylor. In spite of a shift 
to include more water area in the count area, fewer waterfowl were seen 
than on last year’s count. However, the Ruddy Duck is a new species for the 
Lincoln count, and it was seen well through spotting scopes. Both the Kill- 
deer and the Common Snipe were seen in Salt Creek, very close to each 
other. They were feeding on the mud flats and were observed from the top 
of a dike at a distance of about 30 yards. This year a tape recorder was in¬ 
cluded in the equipment and in two hours in the early morning 6 Screech 
Owls and 5 Great Horned Owls were called up (and another Screech Owl 
was called up in the evening). Mr. Cink feels that with no wind and better 
organization they could call up as many as 20 owls, and adds: “For a bird 
which is so infrequently seen our tape census reveals there may be more 
Screech Owls around than most people realize.” Long-eared Owls were 
common seen in Lancaster County all winter, and it was disappointing that 
others previously located were not seen on the count day. The one which was 
seen was unexpected, but seen at about 30 feet. Mr. Cink and Mr. Fiala had 
learned the call notes of the two species of Meadowlarks, but because of the 
wind and the fact that the birds were very silent on the count day they were 
unable to get any Easterns, as they had in practice runs. The Evening Gros¬ 
beaks had been coming to a feeder all winter. Several of the White-throated 
Sparrows were observed at the feeder of the Nature Center. 

Omaha, December 18. A fifteen-mile diameter circle centered at Offutt 
Lake (about 3 miles north of the junction of the Platte andi Missouri Rivers) 
to include Fontenelle Forest, Lake Manawa (Iowa) State Park, and portions 
of the Platte and Missouri Rivers. Deciduous growth 30%, field and pas¬ 
tures 45%, roadsides 20%, water 5%. 7 AM to 5 PM. None to few 
(5%) clouds, 23° to 54°, wind southeast to southwest 12 to 16 mph. Sparse 
snow cover in sheltered areas only. Lakes 25% frozen, rivers and springs 
open. Forty-one observers in 13 parties; total party hours 99, 64 on foot, 35 
by car; total party miles 371, 83 on foot, 288 by car. Curtis Abdouch, William 
A. Bayer, Dan Cassidy, Harold Chase, Graham Chisholm, Evelyn E. Conrad, 
Rev. Alban J. Dachauer, S. J., Jim Delehant, Kerry Evans, Michael 
Gawerecki, Ruth Green, Janet Greer, Mary Catherine Harberg, C. E. Heaney, 
Jr., Rev. Thomas Hoffman, S. J., Allen Holcomb, Dr. Larry Holcomb, Paul 
Holcomb, Emma Johnson, Clyde Johnson, Teta Kain, Carolyn Kiper, Glenn 
LeDioyt, Robert LoPresti, James Malkowski, Claire Maloney, Marian Meier, 

— Text continued on page 21 
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Scotts- 

Bluff 

Chad- 

ron 

Kear¬ 

ney 

Gree¬ 

ley 

Hast¬ 

ings 

Colum¬ 

bus 

Lin¬ 

coln 

Beat¬ 

rice 

Omaha 

Ind. 

Cave 

Total 

Canada Goose 

100 

- 

200 

- 

25 

- 

- 

- 

200 

- 

525 

White-fronted Goose 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Snow Goose 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4,052 

5,500 

9,552 

Blue Goose 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2,020 

- 

2,020 

Mallard 

78,000 

- 

22 

- 

- 

- 

62 

2 

516 

670 

79,272 

Pintail 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Blue-winged Teal 

30 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

30 

American Widgeon 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Lesser Scaup 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Common Goldeneye 

H 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

4 

- 

5 

Buffiehead 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Ruddy Duck 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Common Merganser 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

15 

- 

19 

Red-breasted Merganser 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Cooper 1 s Hawk 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Red-tailed Hawk 

1 

2 

2 

- 

4 

- 

14 

6 

30 

24 

83 

Red-shouldered Hawk 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Broad-winged Hawk 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

3 

Swainson's Hawk 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

5 

Rough-legged Hawk 

6 

4 

1 

- 

1 

- 

4 

- 

6 

5 

27 

Golden Eagle 

10 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

11 

Bald Eagle 

13 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

3 

27 

Marsh Hawk 

12 

1 

1 

1 

5 

- 

5 

6 

11 

15 

57 

Prairie Falcon 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Peregrine Falcon 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Pigeon Hawk 

H 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Sparrow Hawk 

2 

- 

2 

- 

3 

- 

14 

2 

20 

7 

50 

Bobwhite 

31 

- 

- 

H 

15 

- 

24 

68 

57 

33 

228 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

2 

1 

4 

2 

11 

H 

13 

8 

24 

- 

65 

Turkey 

H 











Sandhill Crane 

- 

- 

200 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

200 

American Coot 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Killdeer 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Common Snipe 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

6 

Herring Gull 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Ring-billed Gull 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

5 

- 

9 

Mourning Dove 

6 

- 

- 

2 

2 

5 

111 

10 

137 

74 

347 
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Scotts- Chad- Rear- Gree- Hast- Colum- Lin- Beat- Omaha Ind. Total 

Bluff ron ney ley ings bus coin rice Cave 


Screech Owl 

Great Horned Owl 2 

Barred Owl 
Long-eared Owl 

Belted Kingfisher 3 

Flicker 23 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Red-headed Woodpecker 
Lewis' Woodpecker H 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 


Hairy Woodpecker 
Downy Woodpecker 3 

Horned Lark 63 

Blue Jay 6 

Black-billed Magpie 40 

Common Crow 10 

Pinon Jay 350 

Black-capped Chickadee 22 

Tufted Titmouse 


White-breasted Nuthatch 


Red-breasted Nuthatch 1 

Pygmy Nuthatch 

Brown Creeper H 

Winter Wren 
Carolina Wren 

Mockingbird H 

Brown Thrasher 

Robin 98 

Eastern Bluebird 

Townsend's Solitaire 18 


Golden-crowned Kinglet 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
Bohemian Waxwing 
Cedar Waxwing 

Northern Shrike 5 

Loggerhead Shrike 


3 3 3 - 


7 2 2 3 

8 8 8 2 

3 


1 

1 3 

2 


1 

1 12 
6 


3 4 1 

32 147 24 

11 194 40 

1 88 142 


14 

37 

3 

1 

14 

270 

257 

232 


1 

6 2 

133 
2 

7 4 

1 

48 15 

7 1 


4 

4 16 

45 700 

8 

6 16 

3 110 

10 88 

8 3 

6 


4 

1 19 

34 
53 
H 

5 193 

15 53 

25 6 

1 

4 


10 12 

20 128 

291 22 

41 103 

20 596 

61 431 

1 42 

18 91 

1 

17 12 


4 4 

12 43 

46 245 

4 1,292 

60 273 

73 

13 951 
350 

103 846 

53 96 

28 187 

9 
7 

7 43 

2 

1 1 

1 


5 11 

H 

4 - 


1 


H 


1 


H 

100 

H 


1 

2 


46 

1 


34 226 88 6 

9 26 41 

15 6 1 

2 

22 - 35 - 

1 

1 - 15 


568 

76 

22 

15 

4 

2 

103 

7 

8 
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Scotts- 

Bluff 

Chad- 

ron 

Kear¬ 

ney 

Gree¬ 

ley 

Hast¬ 

ings 

Colum¬ 

bus 

■ Lin¬ 
coln 

Beat¬ 

rice 

Omaha 

Ind. 

Cave 

Total 

Starling 

743 

4 

155 

4 

1,000 

10 

2,075 

428 

2,084 

102 

6,605 

House Sparrow 

577 

23 

130 

50 

900 

130 

3,449 

1,449 

1,174 

1,750 

9,632 

Eastern Meadowlark 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

87 

- 

1 

88 

Meadowlark sp. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

67 

- 

38 

22 

127 

Western Meadowlark 

120 

- 

26 

2 

150 

- 

12 

20 

- 

5 

335 

Red-winged Blackbird 

345 

- 

- 

- 

33 

- 

5 

- 

459 

29 

871 

Baltimore Oriole 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Rusty Blackbird 

- 

- 

- 

- 

30 

- 

- 

- 

357 

- 

387 

Common Grackle 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

- 

30 

- 

603 

3 

644 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

26 

- 

7 

- 

33 

Cardinal 

- 

- 

1 

- 

12 

H 

59 

55 

127 

57 

311 

Evening Grosbeak 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

H 

- 

- 

3 

Purple Finch 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

37 

- 

6 

- 

46 

House Finch 

14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

14 

Common Redpoll 

- 

18 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

7 

- 

- 

29 

Pine Siskin 

15 

15 

- 

- 

4 

- 

5 

- 

20 

- 

59 

American Goldfinch 

85 

- 

12 

H 

44 

1 

246 

18 

110 

41 

557 

Red Crossbill 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Rufous-sided Towhee 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

White-winged Junco 

H 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Slate-colored Junco 

15 

3 

17 

6 

50 

- 

218 

126 

462 

117 

1,014 

Oregon Junco 

4 

3 

2 

- 

1 

- 

4 

2 

- 

- 

16 

Gray-headed Junco 

H 











Tree Sparrow 

91 

1 

63 

2 

75 

- 

496 

256 

370 

336 

1,690 

Chipping Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Harris 1 Sparrow 

2 

3 

- 

- 

29 

- 

150 

148 

37 

47 

416 

White-crowned Sparrow 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

10 

White-throated Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Fox Sparrow 

H 











Swamp Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Song Sparrow 

3 

- 

- 

- 

10 

- 

2 

3 

10 

4 

32 

Lapland Longspur 

- 

- 

- 

- 

14 

- 

492 

67 

- 

- 

573 

Species reported 

43 

26 

34 

17 

45 

10 

54 

42 

66 

42 

99 

Present but not seen 

9 

- 

2 

2 

1 

4 

- 

1 

- 

- 

5 


80,888 174 1,023 


Individuals reported 


153 3,559 


207 8,099 3,551 15JD30 9,441 122,125 
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Dan Morris, Wanda Neaderhiser, Catherine Nelson, Barbara Padelfordi, 
Loren Padelford, Marie J. Pluta (reporter), Kenneth W. Seger, Dr. Roger 
Sharpe, E. Thomas Stacey, Carl H. Swanson, Dr. Mary Tremaine, Melba 
Wigg, Gertrude Wood, James D. Zahller. The Lesser Scaup was a male, 
seen in good light; the Red-breasted Merganser was a female, seen in 
company with 2 male and 1 female Common Mergansers at about 100 feet, 
and observed for about 3 or 4 minutes. The gradually-shaded throate was 
noted and compared to that of the female Common Merganser. The Swain- 
son’s Hawks were both light phase, andi seen by different parties at different 
places and different times. The Herring Gull was seen well in low flight; 
one had been seen about a week before. The Rusty Blackbirds build up at 
springs in Fontenelle Forest. Chipping Sparrows were also reported last 
year, and Swamp Sparrows the last two years. The total of 66 species ex¬ 
ceeds the previous record of 57 set in 1966. 

Scottsbluff, December 18. A fifteen-mile diameter circle centered on 
the bridge across the North Platte River at South Broadway, to include 
Scottsbluff and Gering. 7 AM to 4:30 PM. Fair and mild, 24° to 55°. Ten 
observers in 4 parties. Mrs. Jessie Acker, Mrs. Harry Banghart, Lydia 
Bolz, Mrs. J. J. Brasher, A. A. Hehnke, Mrs. A. A. Hehnke, James McC'ole, 
Roy Witschy, Mrs. Roy Witschy (reporter), Shaw R. Young. Mr. McCole, 
a game warden, was particularly helpful in counting the ducks. The Balti¬ 
more Oriole (a male) had taken advantage of the mild weather up to about 
Christmas, and was feeding on dried apples and using a bird bath. 

Addition to 1970 Nebraska Nesting Survey 

Information on the Nest Record Cards completed by Dr. Larry C. Hol¬ 
comb in 1970 was receivedl too late to be included in the 1970 Nebraska 
Nesting Survey (NBR 39:10). It is given below for the record. 


Thomas Merrick Dodge Douglas Total 


Ring-necked Pheasant 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

1 

Mourning Dove 

1 

- 

10 

52 

63 

Black-billed Cuckoo 

- 

- 

_ 

2 

2 

Eastern Kingbird 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

1 

Black-billed Magpie 

1 

- 


_ 

1 

Catbird 

- 

- 


15 

15 

Brown Thrasher 

- 

_ 

1 

8 

9 

Robin 

- 

1 

14 

50 

65 

Yellow Warbler 

- 

_ 


13 

13 

Yellowthroat 

- 

_ 


3 

3 

House Sparrow 

- 

- 


1 

1 

Red-winged Blackbird 

- 

- 

— 

248 

248 

Orchard Oriole 

- 

_ 


4 

4 

Common Grackle 

- 

1 

9 

22 

32 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

- 

_ 


74 

74 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

- 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

American Goldfinch 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Total 

2 

2 

34 

496 

534 
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NOTES 

COMMON LOON. Allow me to add to the excellent article on the Com¬ 
mon Loon (NBR 39:42.). I have records of four sightings for Dawson County, 
none of which has been reported. All were along the Darr bridge which I 
had to cross on the way to and from Lexington to the farm where I grew up. 

December 24, 1937. Platte near north end of bridge. Very cold and windy. 
The bird was riding very low in the water with a profile of body, head, and 
sharp bill like the picture in my book. I had never seen one before. 

May 28 and June 1, 1939. Both times on the beaver pond half-way across 
the bridge. Adult plumage. I knew they didn’t breed in the state and couldn’t 
figure out what it was doing here. It is still one of the mysteries of my life 
what a grown Loon in such striking plumage was doing on the Platte River in 
the summer. 

December 25, 1941. Near the same place as the first one, near the north 
end of the bridge in one of the main channels. The head and bill were again 
most distinctive as was the position of the body very low in the water. 

I also have a record for Lancaster County - November 8, 1969, at Wagon- 
train Lake. It was far out and I had a 40x telescope to watch it for some 
time. Again it was riding low in the water, with white under the throat and 
dark on the back. 

— Carol Kinch, Lincoln 

PIED-BILLED GREBE. I have a breeding record of which Mr. Cink 
was not aware (NBR 39:58). I saw a pair with three young, close in to shore 
on Pawnee Lake August 14, 1966. 

— Carol Kinch, Lincoln 

A SANDHILL LAKE. One day in May, 1971, I spent a very early 
morning by a sandhill lake a short distance west of Whitman, Nebr. I 
was there before sunrise and stayed about four hours listening to the various 
sounds of birds as they wakened for the new day and I watched them as 
soon as there was enough light. I could hear several American Bitterns and 
some seemed close but I never could see one. 

The most spectacular show was put on by the White Pelicans and 
Double-crested Cormorants. In one small area several Pelicans — maybe 
twelve — were bunched more or less in a circle and when they fed they put 
their heads under water and kicked water into the air making a lot of splash¬ 
ing and confusion. 

A short distance away there was somewhat of a line of Cormorants div¬ 
ing and surfacing and moving across the lake. Among them were a few 
Pelicans waiting for a Cormorant to come up with a fish in its mouth. When 
this happened, a Pelican would move as fast as it could toward the Cor¬ 
morant and try to get the fish. Usually the Cormorant quickly swallowed 
the fish, but sometimes it dived again to escape. I didn’t see a Pelican get a 
fish from any Cormorant, but they certainly tried. 

There were many other things to see and hear. Long-billed Marsh Wrens 
made a constant chatter in the emergent vegetation around the edges of the 
lake, and sometimes they stood on a strand of cattail above the water and 
sang. Black, Forster’s and Common Terns were there as well as many kinds of 
ducks. 

A sandhill lake provides a spring show that everyone should see! 

— Doris Gates, Chadron 
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DE SOTO NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE (Washington County, and 
Iowa). On November 14, 1970, on a tour through the Refuge with special 
permission, we saw over 300 thousand Snow and Blue Geese, 200 Canada 
Geese, 29 White-fronted Geese, and Mallards estimated at almost a million 
by the Refuge personnel. We also saw two adult and two immature Bald 
Eagles. On November 28, again with special permission, we saw 150 thousand 
Blue and Snow Geese, 450 Canada Geese, 6 White-fronted Geese, and an 
estimated half million Mallards. We also saw six adult and six immature 
Bald Eagles, and a Killdleer. A Great Blue Heron was reported present but 
we didn’t locate it. 

— James M. Malkowski, Bellevue 

EAGLE AND HAWKS. I saw an adult Bald Eagle soaring close to 
here, about 10 December. It seemed to be moving in a southeasterly direc¬ 
tion. Very seldom have I seen them this far from open water. There are a 
lot of Rough-legged Hawks here this winter, and' I’ve never seen as many 
Prairie Falcons as I have the last several days. On 4 December I saw three 
in a four-mile drive. I even saw one Peregrine Falcon on 3 December, on a 
light pole along the road in one of the big basins close to here. I haven’t 
seen very many of them, so I figured that was a real good find. 

—Lee Morris, Benedict 

EARLY PHEASANTS IN WESTERN NEBRASKA. In the years prior 
to 1920, we lived on the HO Ranch in Perkins County, which abuts Colorado. 
The ranch belonged to my mother’s father, G.W. Holdrege, an early Burling¬ 
ton Railroad officer. 

In summer of 1916 or 1917 — Mother isn’t sure which — her brother, the 
late Henry A. Holdrege, of Omaha, sent her a clutch of Chinese Pheasant 
eggs — twenty-four in all — and she placed them under a setting hen. 

Twenty-four eggs under one hen sound like a lot but, as Mother explains 
it, the eggs were small and the hen was large. Every one of the twenty-four 
hatched, and the resulting chicks nearly drove the poor foster mother crazy 
because they were so wild. They wouldn’t follow her up close to the house 
to be fed. They wouldn’t get tame and allow themselves to be handled. They 
would scatter and take cover at the approach of any human being. 

At the time suggested in the directions that came with the eggs the chicks 
were captured and their wings were clipped, but apparently they weren’t 
clipped close enough, because by the end of summer every one of them had 
disappeared, and we had not a single one left for the table! 

By the next fall, Pheasants began to be seen in increasing numbers along 
the Platte, which was about eighteen miles north of us. So we are reasonably 
sure that Uncle Harry’s present to Mother had quite a bit to do with starting 
the Pheasant population in the western part of Nebraska. 

— Frances Holyoke McCoy, Omaha 

CASPIAN TERNS. On the morning of May 26, 1971, I observed two 
adult Caspian Terns which were in low flight to the northwest, near Muddly 
Creek between Cook and Syracuse. I identified them by their large size, loud 
harsh call, blood-red bill, and moderately forked tails. 

— Sam Antholz, Cook 

HOUSE FINCH. Many House Finches were singing all through the 
residential sections of McCook on 12 April 1971, a warm, sunshiny day 
there. — Mrs. M. A. Cox, Hershey 
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SHOREBIRDS RECAPTURE OPERATION. Several species of shore- 
birds will be marked with yellow feather dye on the underparts, and yellow 
streamers attached to the leg, in the 1972 fall migration. Sanderlings will be 
marked only with leg streamers. Birdls will be caught on the Magdalen Islands 
(Gulf of St. Lawrence). 

Reports of sight records should include the locality, date, species, name 
and address of observer (s). Please weigh the bird and read the band number 
if taken alive. 

Information should be sent to: 

Raymond McNeil 

Centre de Recherches Ecologiques de Montreal 
4101 est, rue Sherbrooke 
Montreal 406, Que 
Canada 

THE DECEMBER, 1971, REVIEW is dated December, 1972, although 
it is properly numbered (Volume XXXIX, Number 4). You may want to cor¬ 
rect the date to avoid confusion later on. 
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IMMATURE PEREGRINE FALCON IN GARDEN CO. 

On the afternoon of 23 May 1972 Mary Tremaine and I were birding 
along the road north from Crescent Lake Refuge to Lakeside, Nebraska. At a 
point about four miles north of the Refuge we stopped briefly to observe 
some birds beside the road. As we started up a pair of Blue-winged Teal 
flew across the road in front of the car. Suddenly we noted a commotion 
just inside the fence by the road, and when we focused our binoculars on it 
we found that a Peregrine Falcon had downed one of the Blue-winged Teal. 
We had not seen the Peregrine in the area, nor did we see which direction 
it came from. In fact, the whole thing happened so fast that we were not 
aware of it happening until the Peregrine had the Teal on the ground. All 
of this took place at a distance of about 75 feet, or possibly a little less. 

The Falcon was aware of our presence, and for several minutes held 
the live duck to the ground while it watched us as if to assure itself of our 
intentions. After it had gained sufficient confidence it began to pluck 
feathers from the bird. Eventually it removed the head and neck from the 
body and continued its meal. The entire process of cleaning and eating the 
bird seemed very slow and deliberate in spite of our presence and the live 
Teal struggling under its feet. 

After eating in this manner for some time (I really think we were too 
excited to estimate the time very accurately) the Falcon suddenly grasped 
the Teal in its talons and jumped into a diitch a few feet away where it was 
hidden from us. Then Mary tried to slip quietly from her truck and to get 
a camera with a 500 mm. lens from the back of her camper. At first there 
was no indication that the Falcon was aware of her movement, but before 
she finished at the back of the camper the Falcon rose out of the ditch, 
circled low over the camper, and then flew to the top of a fence post about 
400 feet away and began preening. Mary maneuvered the truck to a more 
favorable position and took several pictures from that distance. We hope 
they will be sufficient to document the presence of the bird. We had some 
faint hope that the bird had not finished its meal and would return to the 
Teal, but finally we decided that it would not do so while we were there, 
at least, and drove on. About an hour later, as we were returning to the 
Refuge, we saw a Peregrine that we assume to be the same one flying north¬ 
ward, about two or three miles north of where we had observed it feeding. 

When we came to the place where it had fed, we stopped to examine the 
carcass of the Teal. The Peregrine had cleaned the meat quite thoroughly 
from the neck and breast. It had not cleaned the feathers from the parts 
of the bird which it did not eat. The head and entrails were on the ground 
near the carcass. 

The Peregrine was in immature plumage, the mantle being a dark 
brown, with the head feathers almost black. The mustache marks were very 
heavy and dark. The upper breast was almost white, but the rest of the 
breast, belly, and legs was heavily spotted with brown. At least twice 
while the Peregine was on the ground it extended its near wing upward, 
giving us a good opportunity to observe the wing linings and axillars. We 
had another opportunity to observe the wing linings and axillars when the 
bird circled low over the truck. The wing linings were fairly dark and there 
was no sign of black axillars. 

— Gail M . Shickley, Eldora, Colorado 



Nebraska Bird Review 




THE SEVENTY-FIRST ANNUAL MEETING 

Fifty people registered for the meetings and about eighty attended the 
banquet at the Seventy-first Annual Meeting of the Nebraska Ornithological 
Union held May 19 and 20, 1972, at Valentine. The Saturday meetings and 
the banquet were at the Episcopal Church, and the tabulation of the field 
trip results was made in the City Park. At the business meeting, held Satur¬ 
day morning, it was decided that future death notices would be published in 
the Newsletter instead of in the Review. The following officers were elected: 
C. W. Huntley, Crete, president; Mrs. Shirley Doole, Lincoln, vice-president; 
Mrs. Clyde Johnson, Omaha, secretary; Mrs. Sigvald Jensen, Weeping Water, 
treasurer; Dr. Neva Pruess, Lincoln, Librarian; and R. G. Cortelyou, Oma¬ 
ha, editor. 

The Saturday afternoon program consisted of: 

Meadowlark Vocalizations — Kent Fiala, University of Nebr. at Lincoln 

Rare and Endangered Species in Nebraska — Ross Lock, Non-game 
Specialist, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, Lincoln 

Nature Pictures — Mrs. Jerome Uridil, Chadron 

Wildlife Along the Oregon Trail — Mr. and Mrs. Roy Witschy, Scottsbluff 

Wildlife of the Prairie — Dr. Harvey Gunderson, University of 
Nebraska at Lincoln 

Professor Doris Gates of Chadron State College had lost her voice and was 
unable to give her scheduled talk “Views from the Pine Ridge”, but instead 
she wrote a short summary of the points she intended to make, and it was 
read by Kent Fiala. The speaker at the banquet was Dr. David Trauger, 
Iowa State University, who talked and presented slides on “The Lesser Scaup 
in the Northwest Territories”, and then added a short presentation on the 
effect of oil exploration in northwestern Canada. 

A total of 126 species were reported seen in Cherry County for the ap¬ 
proximately 48 hour period from the arrival of earliest Attenders about Fri¬ 
day noon, until the count was made Sunday noon: Eared, Western, and 
Pied-billed Grebes; White Pelican, Double crested Cormorant; Great Blue 
and Black-crowned Night Herons; American Bittern, Canada Goose, Mal¬ 
lard, Gadwall, Pintail, Blue-winged Teal, Shoveler, Redhead, Lesser Scaup, 
Ruddy Duck, Turkey Vulture; Red-tailed and Swainson’s Hakws Golden Eagle 
Marsh Hawk, Osprey, Prairie Falcon, Sparrow Hawk, Sharp-tailed Grouse, 
Bobwhite, Ring-necked Pheasant, American Coot, Semipalmated Plover, 
Killdeer, Long-billed Curlew, Upland Plover, Spotted Sandpiper, Willet, Les¬ 
ser Yellowlegs, Pectoral Sandpiper, American Avocet, Wilson’s Phalarope; 
Ring-billed and Franklin’s Gulls; Forster’s Least, and Black Terns; Rock 
and Mourning Doves; Black-billed Cuckoo. 

Great Horned and Burrowing Owls; Common Nighthawk, Chimney 
Swift, Belted Kingfisher, Flicker; Red-headed Hairy, and Downy Wood¬ 
peckers; Eastern and Western Kingbirds, Great Crested Flycatcher, Eastern 
and Say’s Phoebes, Least Flycatcher, Eastern and Western Wood Pewees, 
Horned Lark; Tree, Bank, Rough-winged, Barn, and Cliff Swallows; Blue 
Jay, Black-billed Magpie, Common Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, 
White-breasted Nuthatch; House, Long-billed Marsh, and Short-billed Marsh 
Wrens; Mockingbird, Catbird, Brown Thrasher, Robin, Wood and Swainson’s 
Thrushes, Eastern and Western Bluebirds, Cedar Waxwings, Loggerhead 
Shrike, Starling; Bell’s, Yellow-throated, Red-eyed, and Warbling Vireos; 
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Yellow and Chestnut-sided Warblers, Ovenbird, Yellowthroat, Yellow-breast¬ 
ed Chat, American Redstart, House Sparrow, Bobolink, Eastern and Western 
Meadowlarks, Yellow-headed and Red-winged Blackbirds, Orchard and Balti¬ 
more Orioles, Common Grackle, Brown-headed Cowbird, Scarlet Tanager, 
Cardinal; Rose-breasted, Black-headed, and Blue Grosbeaks; Indigo and La¬ 
zuli Butings, Dickcissel, American Goldfinch, Rufous-sided Towhee, Lark 
Bunting; Grasshopper, Lark, Chipping, Field, Harris’, and Song Sparrows. 

One of the Baltimore Orioles seen seemed to be a hybrid with a Bul¬ 
lock’s. 

1971 (FOURTEENTH) FALL OCCURRENCE REPORT 

Two hundred and fifty-five species are shown in this report, compared 
to 262 in 1970, 252 in 1969, 239 in 1968, and 235 in 1967. The count would 
have been one greater if any of the birds reported as Empidonax species had 
been identified as an Acadian Flycatcher. Of the localities reporting Flick¬ 
ers, Adams listed only “Flickers”; Scotts Bluff, Lincoln, and Lancaster 
reported both types; and Brown used the Red-shafted line and the remainder 
used the Yellow-shafted line, without crossing out the unused line. The west¬ 
ern part of the state is not as well represented in number of reports as it 

has been in the past, and it is to be hoped that more areas will be reported 

in future reports. 

The information is presented in a rough west (left) to east (right) order, 
with locations of about the same longitude listed with the northernmost first 
(left). Two dates indicate the first and least records during the period. The 
symbols used are: 

Jl, Au, Sp, 0, N, and D for the months. 

x when the day of the month was not given in a report which did specify 
dates in most cases. 

S - to indicate a species which arrived before July 1. 

- W to indicate a species which remained after December 31. 

P to indicate a species which is present all the year, although the same 
individuals may not be present during the whole year, and the numbers may 
vary greatly between periods. (S - W also indicates much the same thing, but 
is used in cases which are considered special circumstances, rather than a 
normal pattern.) 

The reporting locations, contributors, and special comments are: 

Adams, Hastings and Kenesaw, 102 species, Mrs. 0. W. Ritchey, re¬ 
porter, Mrs. Eldon Percival, David Rose, Robert Spicknall, Elwin Turner, 
Harold Turner, Bernice Welch. The Whooping Cranes were seen south of 
Minden by David Rose, the Townsend’s Solitaire was seen by Harold Turn¬ 
er. This list does not include Pine Siskin, reported on the Christmas Count as 
having been seen December 18. 

Brown, Ainsworth, 104 species, Mrs. Edith Hurlbut. The Bobolinks were 
seen in Keya Paha County. 

Cass, Plattsmouth Refuge, 50 species, Loren and Barbara Padelford and 
Graham Chisholm, Bellevue. This list is based on one observation by the 
Padelfords and on observations on two visits, August 14 and September 1, 
by Mr. Chisholm, who tabulated the results at the editor’s request. Because of 
the short period covered the list is not an adequate presentation of the birds 
— Text continued on page 40 
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which can be expected in the area (in 1967 112 species were reported, NBR 
36:58). The Little Blue Heron was seen on a sand bar at a distance of about 
50 feet by Mr. Chisholm and Grover Brammel with the sun at their back. 
The Padelfords saw two Peregrine Falcons grooming themselves in a tree. 
They were immatures and lacked distinctive face markings, but the Padel¬ 
fords saw no black axillars when the birds flew. 

DeSoto Bend National Wildlife Refuge, Washington County, Nebraska 
and Harrison and Pottawattamie Counties, Iowa, 23 species. Graham 
Chisholm, Bellevue. This list, as was the case for Cass, is not an adequate 
presentation of the birds which can be expected in the area. It was com¬ 
piled by the editor from Mr. Chisholm’s reports of first and last records 
and consequently includes only those species for which his first or last record 
for the season was at DeSoto. This is a good area (for instance, Piping 
Plovers and Least Terns nest there, NBR 38:3) and it is to be hoped that 
more complete records can be compiled in the future. 

Douglas-Sarpy, Omaha and Bellevue, 182 species, Carl H. Swanson, 
Loren and Barbara Padelford, Graham Chisholm, R. G. Cortelyou, reporters, 
Terry Maxwell, W. A. Fiske. The Arctic Loon was discovered on Offutt Base 
Lake by Terry Maxwell and was watched for long periods of time by many 
people, some with scopes up to 6Ox, often at fairly close range. A gray shape 
seen in a fog December 5 was assumed to be a late Great Blue Heron. An im¬ 
mature Nnght Heron seen Aug. 7 was believed to be a Yellow-crowned, but the 
identification was not positive. The Peregrine Falcon was an immature, seen 
by Mr. Chisholm at Hidden Lake, in Fontenelle Forest. The Whip-poor-will 
was seen in his back yard, which is next to the Forest, by Mr. Chisholm. 
These birds are undoubtedly present in the Forest (and other suitable areas) 
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every year, but are not picked up in the usual bird walk. Three young Mag¬ 
pies were released in Omaha in the summer and at least one was present 
into February. An expanded comment will be published in the Notes. The 
Solitary Vireo record for October 17 was a voice record by Mr. Chisholm. The 
last sight record was October 3. The Black-thoated Blue Warbler, a male, was 
observed at 20 feet for 5 minutes by the Padelfords. The Summer Tanager 
was seen from the railroad tracks in Fontenelle Forest by Evelyn Conrad 
and Graham Chisholm. They specifically noted that the bird had no crest 
and that the wings were not black. The Snow Bunting was a single bird in 
with a small flock of Juncoes. The birds flew shortly after it was seen, and 
efforts to find it later in the day and on the next day were unsuccessful. 
Some of the observations reported on the Christmas Count are not included 
in this list, but the areas covered are not exactly the same. 

Lancaster, Lincoln, 192 species, Calvin Cink, Shirley Doole, Dr. Esther 
Bennet, reporters, Jim Commers, Ed Fogerty, Dr. Norma Johnson, Mr. and 
Mrs. Raymond C. Paige. This list does not include the December 19 records 
for Rough-legged Hawk and for Red-breasted Nuthatch shown in the Christ¬ 
mas Count. An early Yellow-crowned Night. Heron was seen July 20. Prairie 
Falcon had been seen “several weeks” earlier by one of Mr. Cink’s co-work¬ 
ers. More details will be published separately. A late Mockingbird was re¬ 
ported present from December 8 to 31. The Wood Thrush and the Veery 
were killed at a picture window in a fog. Mr. Cink reported seeing about 
eight Solitary Vireos in about an hour on September 11, when he is usually 
“lucky to see one”. A late Tennesse Warbler was reported November 1. The 
Evening Grosbeaks were seen by Mr. Fogerty and Dr. Bennett at his feeders, 
and these were the only ones reported. 

Lincoln, Hershey, 87 species, Mrs. M. A. Cox. 

Nemaha, Auburn and Peru, 76 species, Mrs. B. F. Mowery, reporter, Ida 
May Heywood. 

Sarpy, see Douglas. 

Scotts Bluff, Scottsbluff, 138 species, Mrs. Roy Witschy, reporter, Mrs. 
Harry Banghart, Mrs. J. J. Brasher, Miss Lydia Bolz, Roy Witschy. The 
Green Heron was seen by the Witschys at a small pond west of Riverside 
Park. Fifty Stilt Sandpipers were seen by the Witschys at a new pond west of 
town. It was just before sunset and the air was full of a hatch of insects, 
which the Stilts were sharing with hundreds of Red-wings and some other 
birds. The Poor-will was heard by Mrs. Brasher at her ranch cabin in the 
Wildcat Hills. The Broad-tailed Hummingbird was identified by Mrs. Bang- 
hart. Two Cassin’s Kingbirds were seen on a telephone wire near Winter 
Creek Lake by Mrs. Banghart, Miss Bolz, and Mrs. Witschy. The Ruby- 
crowned Kinglet was in the Witschys’ back yard. A male Baltimore Oriole 
was seen from December 17 to 31, and a Common Grackle was seen as late 
as December 5. Neither was seen after the cold weather set in. 


BOOK REVIEW 

BIRD WALK THROUGH THE BIBLE. Virginia C. Holmgren. The 
Seabury Press, New York, 1972. Pp. viii, 216. $6.95. 

This book attempts to do two things. First, it claims to identify as far 
as possible all the birds mentioned in the Bible and to deal with all the 
references to bird activities (song, migration, etc.) found there. To do this 
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Mrs. Holmgren has made use of thirteen different English translations of 
the Bible, and has checked and cross-checked each of the nearly 300 pass¬ 
ages that mention birds against the original Hebrew and Greek ornithological 
vocabulary. Secondly, the book attempts a popularization of this information 
by introducing comparisons with North American species identical or similar 
to those mentioned in the Bible. This is the “bird walk” mentioned in the 
title of the book, since one might be able to see these birds on a bird walk 
here in North America. To this Mrs. Holmgren has joined a large collec¬ 
tion of strange facts and miscellaneous anecdotes about birds, as well as 
little homilies on conservation and other ornithological virtues. 

The sheer volume of work involved in identifying the birds of the Bible 
is most impressive, and the discussions of the problems involved in trying to 
discover the precise meaning of avian terminology used by ancient authors 
long before the modern concern for scientific classification or modern tools 
such as binoculars were even thought of is generally of real scholarly quality. 
However, in my opinion, the conclusions reached were frequently too facile, 
and I felt that there was an uncomfortable clash at times with the popular 
anecdotes and homilies, the often awkward device of the “bird walk”, and 
the uncritical approach to the Bible as history. On the other hand, I know 
of nothing as thorough and complete in English on the birds in the Bible. 
A briefer treatment, but a happier combination of judicious scholarship and 
popular writing, can be found in the chapters on birds in All the Animals 
of the Bible, by George Casdale (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1970). 

Still, this book is in general interestingly written and full of interesting 
material. If one is, in the words of the jacket, “a Bible-buff who is a bird¬ 
watcher or vice versa”, he will find this a fascinating book. Fortunately, this 
reviewer qualifies completely in both respects. 

— Rev. Thomas A. Hoffman, 

Creighton University, Omaha 


A PRELIMINARY STUDY OF A PAIR OF 
GREAT HORNED OWLS AT HAY SPRINGS, NEBRASKA 

For the past few years there has been a pair of Great Horned Owls, 
Bubo virginkmus, residing in and around the western Nebraska town of 
Hay Springs. The habits, nesting sites, and territories of the owls have 
really never been studied and little is known about them as far as the 
local citizens are concerned. Each evening when the city park is full of long 
dark shadows the hooting of the Great Horned Owls can be heard. 

Two owls have been noticed in different areas of town at all times of 
the night. Their hooting has been heard by almost everyone I have talked 
with, yet nothing was really known about them. 

In the early part of February of this year (1971) I started observing 
them. The first thing was to find out if there were more than one pair 
occupying that part of the town. Only one pair was found. 

As soon as the sun slipped below the Pine Ridge west of Hay Springs 
the owls started calling in the city park on the southwest corner of town. 
Heavy growth of trees and few people made it a good roosting site. The 
pair of owls were observed several times a day from our office across the 
street from the city park. Very little activity was noticed during the day¬ 
light, but the evening was quite different. 
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On February 4 I parked on the east side of the park and waited for 
sundown. At about 5:20 p.m. both owls were located in the north part of 
the park about 20 feet up in a tree. The air was crisp and clear and the 
temperature was about 9° F. The male was preening his wing and tail 
feathers with his bill. He was identified first, or I assumed that it was the 
male, because he was brown in color and a little smaller than the other owl. 

Even though they sat quite close together the male started calling as if 
the female were miles away. His hooting was deep and very loud. He would 
bendl in a tail-up head-low posture to call. His tail would spread slightly 
and his wings would hang down. 

All the time he was hooting the female paid little attention to him. She 
slowly ran her tail feathers through her bill. As each moment of the even¬ 
ing went by the owls became more excited and aware of their surroundings. 
They looked toward any noise such as a dog barking or a car honking, but 
they did not pay much attention to me. A few minutes later both owls flew 
northeast toward the center of town and disappeared into the darkness. 

The next few days the pattern was repeated. The owls disappeared 
before I could follow them. On February 8 the male left the park first and 
flew to a telephone pole about a block away. The female followed him and 
as soon as she landed on the pole the male flew off northeast again. The 
female remained on the pole for about 15 minutes. Next she glided off the 
pole and landed in the top of the tree north of the elevator. The owl looked 
down on me as my car rolled to a stop across the street. The owls seemed 
very interested in any dog or cat which passed by. Now and then the female 
glanced down at me. At 5:53 p.m. she glided out of the tree and landed on 
the walkway on the lower part of the elevator and disappeared between the 
buildings. 

On February 9 at 5:00 p.m. one owl was located near the top of an elm 
tree on the east side of the park. At 5:15 p.m. it stretched its neck and 
wings and started hooting. A quick reply came from the other owl some¬ 
where in the north part of the park. The first owl appeared “nervous” by 
jumping from one branch to another as it called. 

At 5:28 p.m. when the second owl, which I believe was the male, flew to 
a tree about twenty feet away from me, the first owl started ripping and 
tearing at the bark on a large branch of the elm. This owl, I believe, was 
the female. She failed to answer the male’s call after the first few times 
and a few minutes later, she flew to the tree the male was in and landed next 
to him. The male, which looked a little smaller but was about the same 
color, continued to call. 

At 5:50 p.m. the male flew to the telephone pole northeast of the park. 
The female soon followed, but the male left immediately. The female stayed 
at the pole for a few minutes and then quietly flew off south. While she was 
on the telephone pole she blended into the surroundings perfectly. Her body 
looked like the top of the pole but her horn-like feathers gave her away. 

The next diay Mr. Pete Wait, the elevator manager, told me the owls 
raised two young at the elevator the year before. The nest, located on the 
walkway between the buildings at the back of the elevator, was flat and 
made of sticks and straw. The only remains of food was a cotton tail rab¬ 
bit’s hind leg. Some feathers were also present. 

On February 14 I examined pellets under the roosting sites in the park. 
One of the owls, believed to be the female, watched from a high branch 
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about three-fourths of an inch thick. She sat at an angle which made her 
body parallel with a large branch of the tree and made her very difficult to 
see. The majority of the pellets were composed of tiny bones and fur. White 
wash was noted under different trees, but not where the major number of 
pellets were. When two squirrels about 20 feet away chased each other 
through the tree tops, the owl awakened and stretched her neck. She 
watched the squirrels closely. To my surprise several song birds were in and 
around the trees near the owl but showed no excitement or fear while flying 
close by. 

On February 15 I first noticed the owls copulating in a large tree near 
the center of the park and a few minutes later on a telephone pole. The 
male flew off southeast and eight minutes later the female flew towards 
the east. 

The next five weeks the owls followed the same patterns with many 
stops at the nesting site at the elevator. At times they would sit on 
the railing at the top of the elevator watching the people going home from 
work. Almost any night they could be heard hooting in the darkness. 

Mr. Harry Skeen, the city’s night policeman related the following inci¬ 
dent: “I was parked by the G & S Auto Store watching up Main Street at 
about 12:30 one night when I saw a cat running full speed down the street. 
I couldn’t imagine what was going on. Then I saw an owl, one of these 
Horned Owls, right behind it. The cat ducked under a parked car so that 
the owl didn’t catch it. I’ll bet that cat stayed under there a half hour”, 
he laughed. 

One clear, cool evening in April I parked by the elevator office. The 
sun was almost down when one of the owls flew over and landed on some 
old elevators across the street. There are many holes around the large pipes 
which run to the supply buildings below. The Horned Owl seemed to be 
patroling the holes maybe in hopes of catching some mice. Many different 
times of the evening I have observed the owls on the pipes, near broken 
windows, and other openings to the elevator. 

A check of the nest in mid-April showed some bones and fur of rabbits 
and the skins of a field mouse. 

The owls were observed many times throughout March and April but 
in early May they could not be found in the park nor at the nesting site. 
Yet their hooting could be heard in the darkness. A check of the nest 
showed that it had been covered by grain which had spilled out of an over¬ 
head pipe. Rain had made the grain sprout and the nest was a solid green 
cover of wheat plants. The pair must have moved to a new locations. 

—Douglas A. DeCastro 
Hay Springs 

PRAIRIE FALCON IN LANCASTER COUNTY 

The Prairie Falcon (Falco mexicanus Schlegel) a common migrant 
in the western half of Nebraska but is rare in the east. Eastern records are 
noted most often in the winter months. A single bird has been seen regular¬ 
ly every winter since 1967 in Beatrice, Gage County (Fiala, NBR 38:49) 
and one individual was observed by Leon Strickland near Lincoln, Lancaster 
County on 1 January 1971 (NBR 39:8). A Prairie Falcon is listed as hav¬ 
ing been seen in either Douglas or Sarpy County on 21 October 1969 (NBR 
38:30) but no reference is made to the rarity of the observation. 
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I was surprised, in the light of these few records, to discover a Prairie 
Falcon on 12 November 1971 at a lumberyard on the west edge of Lincoln 
(Section 5, T-10N, R-6E). The Falcon was perched on a stack of lumber 
about 100 meters from the main building and away from most of the activity 
of the yard. The bird allowed me to park within 125 feet of the stack and I 
observed all the identifying features of the species with binoculars at my 
leisure. The Falcon basked in the noonday sun, preening its back and belly 
and occasionally stretching out its long wings. I lamented over the fact 
that my camera with telephoto lens was tucked under the seat of the car 
just waiting for such an excellent opportunity, but without any film! By 
the time I returned to take its portrait the Falcon had flown away. 

The Prairie Falcon had been seen several weeks earlier by an employee 
of the lumberyard and I subsequently saw the bird again twice in the same 
general vicinity: once on 20 November and once on 29 November. It un¬ 
doubtedly was hunting both times that I saw it because it made several 
passes through groups of House Sparrows, which are abundant about the 
lumberyard. I observed a Prairie Falcon again on 16 January 1972 near 
Pawnee Lake (approximtely 5 miles west of the lumberyard) but whether 
or not this was the same bird is uncertain. Although I was always able to 
get close enough to the Falcon in all these instances to identify it, I never 
again was close enough to photograph it. 

—Calvin L. Cink 

Department of Zoology 
University of Nebraska at Lincoln 

NOTES 

LITTLE BLUE HERON. I saw a Little Blue Heron at Stagecoach 
Lake August 7, 1970 which was not reported. It was in the white phase, and 
I watched it for some time to be sure it was a heron and not an egret. 

— Carol Kinch, Lincoln 

CATTLE EGRETS. On 13 May, 1972, while participating in the Audu¬ 
bon Society of Omaha’s spring bird count, Evelyn Conradi, Babs Padelford, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Gunnar Svenningsen (San Francisco - Golden Gate 
Audubon) saw a Cattle Egret in the Calhoun Street marsh, Bellevue. When 
we first entered the marsh we saw an Egret and mistakenly thought it was 
one of the Common Egrets that were staying in the area this spring. As 
we got closer to it we realized that this bird was considerably smaller. We 
all noted the rusty coloring on the head. It flew away as we were watching 
it and it was not seen by anyone else, to my knowledge. 

— Babs Padelford, Bellevue 

The second sighting of a Cattle Egret in Nebraska in just a week oc¬ 
curred in Holt County, along U.S. Highway 20, just about two miles from 
the Rock County line, on 19 May 1972. I was with Loren and Babs Padelford 
on our way to Valentine for the NOU meeting. I spotted the white object 
about one thousand yards or more from the road (south side) in a partly 
flooded field. We stopped, but I wasn’t even convinced we had a bird for a 
moment. But Loren put this scope on it, and it began to move a bit, and 
there was no doubt. The size eliminated the Common Egret, and the shape 
and bill color eliminated the Snowy Egret. In spite of our distance, the bird 
flew off within a minute or so after we had identified it. By the most 
fortunate of circumstances, Babs Padelford was one of those who saw the 
first cattle Egret just six days earlier.— Rev. Thomas A. Hoffman, Omaha 
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I have Cattle Egrets with one of my cow herds again. (6 June 1972) 
It is the first time I have had a pair. I always had singles before.I sure 
hope they nest here. It could he difficult to find it even if they do, as they 
are in a very large basin area. I have seen one other Cattle Egret in a 
different basin this spring. It could possibly be one of the two I have now, 
though, as it could have moved. — Lee Morris, Benedict 

WHITE-FACED IBIS. On 27 May 1971 I saw two White-faced Ibis 
feeding along the shore of the small lake east of Hyannis. When I traveled 
that way two weeks later I could no longer find them. 

—Julia Joyce Brasher, Gering 

WOOD DUCKS. The afternoon of 6 June 1971 Mrs. Thomas D. Burnes 
of 5204 Cass Street, Omaha, heard a fluttering sound in her front room 
foyer and found it was caused by a female Wood Duck and her twelve 
ducklings, estimated to be about three days old. The front door had been 
open because Mrs. Burnes was painting. With the help of neighbors, Sara 
Newman and Mrs. Guy Smith, the ducks were rounded up, and through 
Miss Newman, who works at Fontenelle Forest, the ducks were released 
in the Forest. Happy Hollow Boulevard is at the foot of the block (to the 
west) and beyond that are Memorial Park and the grounds of Brownell- 
Talbot School. A small stream, with trees around it, is just west of the 
Boulevard. Apparently no one had any prior indication that there were 
Wood Ducks in the area. Mr. John Douglas, who lives just east of the 
Burneses, suspects that they nested in a cavity in one of his trees, because 
of the wood particles he found under it. The cavity is too difficult to reach 
to allow him to check the interior. This cavity is in a tree in the parking 
on Fifty-second Street, which carries a lot of traffic. 

— R. G. Cortelyou, Omaha 

HAWKS AND FALCONS. There sure are a lot of Rough-legged 
Hawks here this winter, and I’ve never seen as many Prairie Falcons as I 
have the last several days. On 4 December 1971 I saw three in a four-mile 
drive. I even saw one Peregrine Falcon on 3 December. It was on a light 
pole along the road in one of the big basins close to here. I haven’t seen 
very many of them, so figured that it was a real good find. 

— Lee Morris. Benedict 

BROAD-WINGED HAWK. I saw a Broadwinged Hawk at Lake Ma¬ 
loney 5 June 1972. I began wondering how common it might be in the area 
and- found it wasn't in Tout’s Birds of Lincoln County, and then I found that 
I had not included it in my Additions to Lincoln County Checklist (NBR 
36:54) although a part of the group saw one when the Colorado Bird Club 
came to Lincoln County on a field trip, 23 April 1960 (NBR 28:61). 

— Gail M. Shickley, Eldora, Colorado 
BLACK-NECKED STILT. Clyde Johnson, Omaha, found two Black¬ 
necked Stilts on Crescent Lake Refuge 28 May 1972, and notified me. From 
30 May to 5 June only one was present, and after that it was not seen, as 
far as I know. — Mary M. Tremaine, Omaha 

CRESCENT LAKE WILDLIFE REFUGE. White-faced Ibis seen 11 
June 1972. Nine Cinnamon Teal males were seen. They must be breeding, 
but documentation is difficult. Long-billed Curlews were more abundant 
than I have seen them in 10 years. The numbers of Upland Plover were 
down markedly, as they were for Eared Grebe, Western Grebe, and ducks. 
Avocet numbers were up, but the nesting season was not successful for 
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them — heavy rains drowned out the nests. Bobolinks were very abundant, 
in contrast to 5 years ago, when they were very rare. Eastern Meadowlarks 
were more common than Western! Both might result from the fact that it 
has been wetter than the previous years. Two pairs of Dickcissels bred this 
year. 

— Mary M. Tremaine, Omaha 

COMMON REDPOLL. During January and February, 1972, Common 
Redpolls (Acanthis flammea) were frequently observed in Saline and Lan¬ 
caster Counties. For a period of over a month a dozen or more birds fre¬ 
quented the cemetery at Crete. A number of photos were taken of the birds 
as they foraged among the weeds and in Eastern Red Cedar trees. 

— C. W. Huntley, Crete 

CHUCK-WILL’S-WIDOW. I live on a farm three miles due west of 
the business section of Peru. On 25 May 1972 I heard the Chuck-will’s- 
widow. On 7 June Loy Mowery and Winifred Koontz of Auburn came to our 
farm. I drove about a quarter of a mile east in pasture land and we got out 
and took our seats on freshly-baled hay for the concert (and found we had 
a Mockingbird which I hadn’t known was in my territory). By 9:10 P.M. 
the Chuck-will’s-widow started calling in the woods near by, sometimes com¬ 
ing very near and then from a more distant place. I was very elated about 
the way it performed for my guests. 

— Ida May Heywood, Peru 

WESTERN KINGBIRD. Generally Western Kingbirds, although not as 
common as the Eastern Kingbird, are common enough around West Point 
to be seen almost every day in June and July. 1971 was the exception. I 
did not observe any nesting or otherwise during the entire summer. On 
August 21 I saw a family group of four, half a mile north of the Dodge 
County line and a quarter mile west of Cuming Creek. On August 25 I saw 
five birds in the same general area. I have no explanation for their reduced 
numbers. 

—Larry L. Einemann, West Point 

THE CASE OF THE SHANGHOIED MAGPIES. On 5 Nov. 1971 our 
postman, Mr. LeRoy Branson, described to me a bird that had come totheir 
feeder. It sounded like a Black-billed Magpie to me, and he verified it from 
a picture. He lives about two blocks north of us, and agreed that they would 
call us when the bird' showed up again. After an unsuccessful trip for each 
of us, on 8 November Mrs. Cortelyou got there before the bird left and 
verified that it was indeed a Magpie. I called Dr. Roger Sharpe at the Uni¬ 
versity of Nebraska at Omaha and he said that his students had reported the 
birds (there had been two at first) to him about 15 September; that one 
had been found dead on a street andi had been made into a skin; and that 
they probably were young birds that had been released in Omaha. Early 
in December Mrs. Robert Cochran, who lives a few block northwest of the 
Bransons, told Mrs. Cortelyou that the bird had appeared at their place 
about Thanksgiving; that it came to be fed when she called “here maggie”; 
that it was rather tame (the Bransons said the same thing) and let her get 
within about an arm’s length of it; and that the feathers on one wing looked 
as if they had been cut off. Mrs. Harlan Mossman said that there had been 
some Magpies in September around the area southeast of Memorial Park 
(the Bransons live northeast of it, and the Cochrans north of the northeast 
corner). Mr. Branson and Mrs. Cochran both said that the bird was last 
seen about the middle of February. In the mean time I had been checking 
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with friends of friends, and their friends, and so on, and finally reached 
a lady who lived southeast of the Park (unfortunately I misplaced the scrap 
of paper with her name and phone number) who said that her son Douglas 
and his cousin had taken the Magpies (three) from a nest near Chapman 
(Merrick County) in July and kept them in a cage in her yard. Douglas had 
intended to teach the birds to talk, but when he saw that the wire floor of 
the cage was injuring the birds' feet he released them about the middle of 
August. The birds stayed around a while, but gradually spent more time 
away. One had come back as late as January, not long before I talked to 
her. She said that the birds tended to group into two and one. 

— R. G. Cortelyou, Omaha 

SHORT-BILLED MARSH WREN. On 6 August 1971, after traversing 
an uncut native prairie along an oxbow lake of the Elkhorn River some six 
miles south of West Point, and about half mile west of US 275, I heard 
some strange, very secretive, birds. These turned out to be Short-billed 
Marsh Wrens. The area had a dense population of prairie grasses and 1 asso¬ 
ciated marsh plants that typically border lakes and low areas. This was my 
first encounter with these Wrens. I can only speculate on their presence as 
possible breeders. Additional sightings were made on 21 and 25 August. 
Since the summer was quite dry, the grass was not cut for hay until Sep¬ 
tember. Usually it is done much earlier. Perhaps this allowed a suitable 
habitat to persist and thus kept these Wrens in the area. 

—Larry L, Einemann , West Point 
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TRAILL'S FLYCATCHER BREEDING BIOLOGY 

Larry C. Holcomb 
INTRODUCTION 

Some aspects of Traill’s Flycatcher (Empidonax traillii) nesting studies 
have been reported by others (McCabe, 1963; Stein, 1958, 1963; King 1955; 
Walkinshaw, 1966; and Berger, 1967). When comparisons are made be¬ 
tween studies it should be remembered that King (1955) studied the western 
race ( Empidonax t. brewsteri), and that Stein’s studies encompassed races 
of fitz-bew and fee-bee-o that perhaps should be considered different species. 
At any rate all of my studies were on fitz-bew variety of flycatchers that 
build a compact nest and are similiar to those studied by McCabe (1963), 
Berger (1967) and most of Walkinshaw's (1966). 

METHODS AND PROCEDURES 

Nesting of Traill’s Flycatchers was studied for 5 years from 1963-1967 
at 3 locations: 1963-65 at Toledo, Ohio; 1966 at Fremont, Nebraska; and 
1967 at Wooster, Ohio. At Toledo the habitat consisted of second growth 
fields, hedgerows and ditch banks and was the same area reported in studies 
of the American Goldfinch (Spinus tristis) by Holcomb (1969). There were 
but two nests in Nebraska and they were in dense willows by a small cattail- 
sedge marsh. The study area at Wooster was partially marsh boundaries, 
some in a marsh and some in hedgerows. 

Visits were made to the field nearly every day from late April until 
late August. Nests were visited at least once each day to determine the time 
required in nest building, egg laying, incubation and nestling care. Records 
on nesting success and nestling growth were obtained. The data on nest 
building behavior, factors involved in nesting success, age-specific mortality 
and nestling growth will be presented elsewhere. 

As eggs were laid, they were numbered in sequence with red or orange 
fingernail polish. On the day or the day after the last egg was laid, all eggs 
were weighed to the nearest 0.1 gram on a double beam balance and lesser 
and greater diameter of eggs was measured to the nearest 0.1 mm. 

At completion of egg laying the outer and inner diameter and outer and 
inner depth of nests were measured to the nearest 0.5 cm. These same 
measurements were taken again on several nests after young had fledged to 
determine nest flexibility effects on nestling survival and effect of numbers 
of nestlings on nest size changes. The number and size of nest support stems 
was measured for several nests, species of nest support recorded' and height 
of nest from the earth or water to upper rim of the nest was measured to the 
nearest 0.5 inch. 

The incubation time was calculated from the day the final egg was laid 
until it hatched. 

The phonological conditions affecting the chronology of breeding season 
were not studied in detail. However, I have obtained the mean monthly 
temperatures and precipitation values for the 1963-65 studies at Toledo 
and 1967 at Wooster. In both areas the values were obtained at U. S. Weather 
Bureau Stations at least five miles from the study area. 
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TABLE 1 


MEAN 

TEMPERATURE (F.) AND RAINFALL (INCHES) 

EACH MONTH OF 

FOUR YEAES 



1963 

1964 

1965 

1967 



Temper- Rain- 
ature fall 

Temper- Rain- 
ature fall 

Temper- Bain- 
ature fall 

Temper- Rain- 
ature fall 

May 


55-3 2.6 

62.6 1.0 

63.5 3.8 

52.5 4.8 

June 


67.9 4.3 

68.8 1.9 

66.9 

2.6 

70.2 0.9 

July 


72.7 2.0 

73.8 1.6 

68.5 

2.0 

69.3 1.2 

Mean Date in 
June When 

First Nest 
Begun 

12.7 

N=10 

7.7 

N=15 

10.4 

N=19 

10.9 

N=17 

Date of 
First Nest 


June 7 

May 22 

June 2 

June 2 


RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Table 1 shows the mean amount of rainfall and mean temperature in 
May, June and July in four years of the study. The first nest constructed 
in each of the four years was 7 June, 22 May, 2 June and 2 June respectively. 
The mean date for beginning of nests in June was 12.7 for 10 nests, 1963; 
7.7 for 15 nests, 1964; 10.4 for 19 nests, 1965; 10.9 for 17 nests, 1967. 
Figure I shows the mean date of start of nest building for the four years 
plotted against mean temperature and mean precipitation for May. This data 
indicates that with higher temperatures and low precipitation, nest building 
begins earlier than when lower temperatures and more rainfall prevail. 
With the available dlata it is impossible to determine if temperature or rain¬ 
fall had the greatest effect on mean date of initial nest building. The mean 
date of first nest construction was close throughout all four years. I would 
suggest that photoperiod may be the annual constant to which the flycatchers 
respond for beginning of nesting and that the temperature and rainfall 
may be a portion of the proximate influencing factors. 

Nest Supports and Materials. Table 2 shows the frequency of use of 
different species of vegetation for 104 nests. Comus racemosa, and Crataegus 
spp., were the primary supports of most nests at Toledo. Salix spp. only were 
used in Nebraska. Salix, Cephalanthus and Sambucus made up the majority 
of nest sites at Wooster. 

Materials used in nests was primarily dead Swamp Milkweed ( Asclepias 
incamata) for the outer shell. Fine grasses are the principle material used 
for nest linings. 

In 1964 and 1965 I inspected 14 nest linings carefully and discovered 13 
different items incorporated into them. The items are ranked in the frequency 
of nests in which they were found: fine grasses, 12; feathers principally 
from Ring-necked Pheasant ( Phasianus colchicus), 7; small leaves, 5; catkins 
of Salix spp. and Populus grandidentata, 4; Cottontail Rabbit ( Sylvilagus 
floridanus ) hair, 2; Thistle down - species unknown, 2; cotton fibers, 2; 
wool fibers, 1; string, 1; rayon or orlon synthetic fibers, 1; glass wool, 1. 
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Figure 1. Mean date of fir si nest building in June in four different 
years showing the possible effects of mean temperature and 
rainfall in the previous month. 

Stein, (1963) described nest linings with fine grass, animal hair, cottony 
materials, feathers or lichens. He found feathers only once in the loose type 
fee-bee-o nests but in one-third of the compact fitz-bew nests. Walkinshaw 
(1966) found fur, feathers, deer hair, fine grasses and cottony materials of 
old thistles. 

When a first nest is unsuccessful, the female usually dismantles it and 
moves the outer shell parts to the site of a re-nest but does not use the 
inner lining. Walkinshaw (1966) and especially McCabe (1963) have de¬ 
scribed re-use of nest materials. 

Height of nests. The mean height of 80 nests was 54.8 inches ranging 
from 29.0 to 111.0 inches. There was no significant difference in height of 
first nests (before 20 June) and renests (20 June or after) with means of 
57.0 and 51.9 inches, respectively. 
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TABLE 2 


TRAILL'S 

USE 

FLYCATCHER NEST SUPPORT-FREQUENCY OF 

OF DIFFERENT VEGETATION TYPES 

Species 

N 

Species 

Cornus racemosa 

41 

Ulmus americana 

Crataegus spp. 

19 

Prunus virginiana 

Salix spp. 

12 

Spiraea alba 

Cephalanthus occidentalis 

9 

Kubus sp. 

Sambucus canadensis 

6 

Quercus alba 

Rhus typhia 

4 

Acer negundo 

Rosa spp. 

4 

Acer saccharinum 


N 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


TABLE 3 

MEAN NEST DIMENSIONS (cm) OF EARLY VS. LATE NESTS 


First Nests 

X 

AND LOW VS, 

Inner Width 

5.3±0.1 

. HIGH NESTS 

Outer Width 

7.7*0.! 

Inner Depth 

3.8±0.1 

Outer Depth 

7.0+0.2 

N = 39 


Range 

4.0-6.5 

6.5-9.0 

3.0-5.0 

4.5-11.0 

Renests 

X 

§.2±0.1 

7.7±0.1 

3.8±0.1 

7.7±0.3 

N = 27 


Range 

5.0-6.0 

6.5-9.5 

3.0-4.5 

4.5-12.0 

Nests Below 

X 

5.210.1 

7.7±0.1 

3.9±0.1 

*7.810.3 

52.5 Inches 

N = 27 

Range 

4.0-6.5 

6.5-9.0 

3.0-5.0 

5.5-12.0 

Nests 52.5 

X 

5.3±0.1 

7.7±0.1 

3.7±0.0 

*6.910.2 

Inches or 

Above 

Range 

4.5-6.0 

6.5-9-5 

3.0-4.5 

4.5-11.0 

N = 37 

All Nests 

X 

5.3+0.l 

7.7±0.l 

3.8±0.0 

7.2+0.1 

Combined 

N = 66 

Range 

4.0-6.5 

6.5-9.5 

3.0-5.0 

4.5-12.0 


* Significant difference; P<0.05 


Mean dimensions. Mean inner and outer width and 1 inner and outer depth 
of 66 nests were 5.3 + 0.1, 7.7 + 0.1, 3.8 4- 0.0, and 7.2 + 0.1 cm., re¬ 
spectively (Table 3). There were no significant differences in the mean di¬ 
mensions of first nests and renests. 

Walkin shaw (1966), Stein (1958, 1963), King (1955), Stevenson (1942), 
Campbell (1936), Berger and Hofslund (1950), and Mousley (1931) present 
values nearly the same as mine for nest dimensions. As might be expected, 
the outer dimensions vary more than others. 
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The median height of the nests was 52.5 inches. There was no significant 
difference in inner and outer width or inner depth of lower vs. higher nests 
but the mean outer depth of the lower nests was significantly greater than in 
the higher nests P<0.05. The difference in depth was probably due to a 
difference in the nest site. Lower nests were more often in crotches of 
shrubs and trees that had a narrower base. Thus the nest material was 
stuffed into the base of the crotch and built up to a level where the crotch 
afforded dimensions for an adult bird. This provided more nest material in 
the base than in a nest built at a higher elevation sitting directly on top 
of a branch that forked nearly horizontally. 

Nest support stems. In 1964 and 1965, I recorded the number of stems 
used in support of 29 nests and for 22 of these nests I recorded the number 
of supporting branches built into or through the nest structure. The 29 nests 
had a mean of 4.6—{—0.2 (3-7) stems supporting them and 22 nests had a 
mean of 1.8—[—0.4 (0-7) stems built into the sides or bottom of the nest. Sizes 
of 92 supporting stems ranged between 1.4-13.0 mm in diameter with a 
mean diameter of 4.0+0.3 mm. In general there were no stems larger than 
7 mm built into the nest structure. 

There was no significant difference between mean numbers of support 
stems used for 14 nests built above 52.5 inches (4.6+0.3; 3-6) and 15 nests 
built below 52.5 inches (4.5—[—0.3; 3-7). Five nests built in Hawthorns ap¬ 
peared to have fewer nest supports (3.8 stems) compared to 18 nests in 
Panicled Dogwood (4.9 stems) although there are obviously too few for a 
statistical comparison. 

Success of nests as a function of nest dimension size change. I measured 
17 nests before incubation began and after young fledged to determine the 
change that took place. The inner width and outer width increased signifi¬ 
cantly (P + 0.05), with the dimensions changing from 5.2+0.1 to 6.4+0.1 
and 7.7+0.1 to 8.5+0.2 cm, respectively. The inner depth decreased signi¬ 
ficantly from 3.8+0.1 to 3.3+0.1 cm. There was no significant change in 
the outer depth of nests. 

Three of the above nests produced four fledglings each and 14 nests 
produced 2 or 3 fledglings. There was a significantly greater increase in the 
inner width of nests producing four nestlings (1.7 vs. 1.0 cm). 

To my knowledge, no nestling flycatchers were crowded from the nests 
prematurely, whereas some American Goldfinches ( Spinus tristis) are crowd¬ 
ed out (Holcomb, 1969). Goldfinch nests are about the same dimension and 
built of similar materials as the flycatcher nests but goldfinches have more 
nestlings. The ability of nests to expand with growth of nestlings in flycatch¬ 
ers and goldfinches probably plays an important role in nesting success of 
both species. 

Time of day when eggs were laid. I visited 30 nests at least twice each 
morning while females were laying to discover approximate times of egg 
deposition. Most eggs were laid before 930 hours, but one last egg was laid 
after 1100. Typical records for these females were: Female 1 - 1st nest, 
1st egg before 755, 2nd egg before 800, 3rd egg after 812, 4th egg after 755; 
2nd nest - 1st egg before 750, 2nd egg before 800, 3rd egg after 1010. Fe¬ 
male 2 -1st nest - 1st egg before 810, 2nd egg after 800, 3rd egg after 735; 
2nd nest - 1st and 2nd egg before 900, 3rd egg after 710. Female 3 - 1st nest - 




Nebraska Bird Review 


55 


1st egg before 725, 2nd egg before 812, 3rd egg before 805, 4th egg after 
740; 2nd nest - 1st and 2nd egg before 805, 3rd egg after 837. These data 
fit quite well with those of Walkinshaw (1966). He had one female lay a 
fourth egg before 700 hours. 

The above data show that Traill’s Flycatcher females do not lay their 
eggs as early as the American Goldfinch (Walkinshaw, 1938; Holcomb, 1969) 
or Red-winged Blackbirds (Agelaius phoeniceus) Holcomb and Twist (un¬ 
published) . 



'Traill's Flycatcher nest containing four Flycatcher eggs and one 
Brown-headed Cowbird egg. 

Cowbird parasitism. Between 1963 and 1967 there were 88 nests studied 
in which I could determine if Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater ) eggs 
were laid. Seven nests, or eight per cent, were parasitized; six nests with 
one egg and one nest with two eggs. No Cowbird fledgings were produced. 
In only one nest was there a host egg removed. 

The time when the Cowbird egg was placed in the nest was known for 
five of the seven nests. Two Cowbirds laid an egg before the flycatcher; in 
both cases the nest was then abandoned. A third Cowbird laid in a nest the 
same day as the first flycatcher egg was laid and the nest was abandoned. 
A fourth Cowbird laid 2 eggs; the first as the nest was being completed, and 
it was covered by the nest lining. Her second egg was laid with the first 
flycatcher egg, 2 days later. It hatched with three flycatcher young and 
the Cowbird nestling was well cared for before all nestlings were removed 
by a predator. A fifth Cowbird laid one egg with the second flycatcher 
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egg. The Cowbird young hatched but the four flycatcher eggs did not 
hatch, probably as the larger cowbird egg kept the females brood patch 
from good contact with her own eggs. The Cowbird nestling was well cared 
for but was removed by a predator within two days after hatching. Of the 
remaining two nests, in which I could not be sure when the Cowbird egg 
was laid, one had a Cowbird egg which did not hatch because it was buried 
in the nest lining. The other nest had one Cowbird egg which hatched and 
was well cared for until predation on day two. All the Cowbird eggs were 
laid between 9 and 25 June. 

It is obvious that there is quite a difference in reaction of Traill’s Fly¬ 
catcher females to parasitism. Three of seven abandoned their nests. Two 
others buried at least one Cowbird egg in the nest lining although there 
was no extra nest layer added as found in the Yellow Warbler (Dendroica 
petechia) and the covering was probably only incidental to nest building. 
Three of seven females incubated a Cowbird egg and hatched one Cowbird 
nestling and fed it well until predation occurred. 

Walkinshaw (1966) found only 5 of 94 or 5.3 per cent of his nests 
parasitized. Berger (1967) reported 33 nests or 10.1 per cent of 325 nests 
were parasitized. Berger also found that several Traill’s Flycatchers aban¬ 
doned nests when Cowbird eggs were laid before or during the egg-laying 
period. 


TABLE 4 

MEAN CLUTCH SIZE 3N DIFFERENT YEARS AND COMPARISON 
OF FIRST AND RENEST CLUTCH SIZES 




1963 

Toledo, Ohio 

1964 

1965 

Wooster, 

Ohio 

1967 

Combined 
All Nests 

All Clutches 

N 

11 

16 

19 

14 

60 


X 

Range 

3.45*0.2 

3-5 

3 .25±0.1 

2-4 

3.36*0.1 

3-4 

3.64+0.1 

3-4 

3.41+0.1 

First Clutches 

N 

6 

6 

10 

9 

31 


X 

Range 

3.83*0.3 

3-5 

3.50±0.2 

3-4 

3.50±0.2 

3-4 

3.89+0.1 

3 .68+0.1* 

Renest Clutches 

N 

5 

10 

9 

5 

29 


X 

Range 

3.00 

3 .10±0.2 

2-4 

3.22±0.1 

3-4 

3 .20±0.2 

3-4 

3.i4±o.i* 


* Significant difference at .05 level 

Clutch size and egg weight. Table 4 shows that in each of four years, 
there was a greater mean number of eggs in first nests than renests and 
when all the data for first nests and for renests are combined, values of 
3.68 ± 0.1 and 3.14 -j- 0.1 are shown, respectively; there is a significant dif¬ 
ference (P<0.05). 
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Clutch size has been reported between 2 and 4 eggs by Berger (1967) 
with a higher ratio of 4-egg than 3-egg clutches. Walkinshaw (1966) re¬ 
ported 79 clutches (range of 3-5) with a mean of 3.68 eggs. King (1955) had 
33 clutches with three eggs and 14 of four eggs in Washington. Meanley 
(1952) reported a mean of 3.0 eggs in 15 nests in Arkanas. In view of the 
observed mean clutch sizes of at least 3.68 in all of the studies in the more 
northern latitudes, there appears to be a difference between clutch sizes 
in the southern and northern breeding flycatchers. In view of my findings 
on decrease in clutch size in renests, the values reported in any study should 
be reviewed for differences in numbers of early and late nests. 

Lack (1947, 1954, 1966, 1968) gives excellent review of clutch size vari¬ 
ations as ecological and population regulation adaptions. There are several 
recent articles pointing up a decline in clutch size for some birds as the 
season progresses: Wood Thrush ( Hylodchla mustelina) (Longcore and 
Jones, 1969), Pied Flycatcher ( Ficedula, hypoleuca ) ( v. Haartman, 1966). 
However in the European Tree Sparrow ( Passer m. montanus) and Robin 
(Turdus migratorius), there is a peak of clutch size near the middle of the 
breeding season reported by Pinowski (1968) and Howard (1967), respec¬ 
tively. 

There were no significant differences between mean clutch sizes in the 
four years. The mean clutch size of 3.25-J-0.1 for all 16 nests in 1964 was 
the lowest because of the high ratio of renests to first nests. The mean 
clutch size of 3.64+0.1 for 14 nests in 1967 was highest because of the ratio 
of renests to first nests. 


TABLE 5 

MEAN CLUTCH WEIGHTS (GRAMS) OF 3- OR 4-EGG CLUTCHES IN 
FIRST NESTS OR RENESTS AND IN DIFFERENT YEARS 



FIRST CLUTCHES 

RENEST 

CLUTCHES 

ALL CLUTCHES 


N 

Mean 

N 

Mean 

N 

Mean 

Clutch 

Clutches Clutch 

Clutches 

Clutch 

Clutches 

Clutch 

Size 

Weighed Weight 

Weighed 

Weight 

Weighed 

Weight 

3 

7 

5 .20±0.2 

20 

5.14+0.1 

27* 

5.15+0.] 

4 

13 

6 .68±0.2 

5 

6.74±0.2 

18 

6.69±0.] 



1964 


1965 

1967 


N 

X 

N 

X 

N 

X 

3 

8 

5.26±0.2 

11 

5.34+0.2 

5 

4.72±0.] 

4 

4 

7.20+0.3 

6 

6 .67±0.2 

8 

6.46±0.: 

* Includes two 

clutches from 1963 and one 

from 1966. 




Table 5 shows the mean clutch weights of 3 and 4 egg clutches in first 
nests and renests and in different years. There are no significant differ¬ 
ences between weights of three egg clutches in first nests and renests or 
four egg clutches in first nests or renests. The mean weight of 18 four egg 
clutches (6.69+0.1) is significantly greater than the mean weight of 27 
three egg clutches (5.15+0.1). 



58 


Nebraska Bird Review 


Mean weight of three egg clutches was significantly greater in 1964 and 
1965 than in 1967. The same trend was apparent for the four egg clutches 
but too few numbers prevented a good statistical comparison. Table 6 shows 
that individual eggs weighed less in 1967 than in 1964 or 1965 and 1 there was 
a significant difference in the weights. The reason for the differences in 
weight of eggs in 1967 cannot be definitely determined. The birds were 
nesting in a different type of habitat, many of them in a marsh with stand¬ 
ing water all about their nest sites in 1967. There was less rainfall in June 
and July of 1967 than 1964 and 1965 but I doubt that had any effect on 
supply of food. 

I found (Holcomb, 1969) that the American Goldfinch (Spinus tristis) 
laid eggs that were a little smaller in August and September than in July 
and concluded that temperature had very litle, if any, effect on clutch size 
or weight in the goldfinch. Kendeigh et al. (1956) proposed that cooler 
weather early in the breeding season of the House Wren (Troglodytes aedon ) 
stimulated maximum feeding and a high level of productive energy which 
resulted in heavier eggs and more of them per clutch. In this study the 
month of June was a little warmer in 1967 than in 1964 and 1965 and if the 
hypothesis of Kendeigh et al. (1956) holds for flycatchers, perhaps this ac¬ 
counts in part for the smaller eggs. Each species undoubtedly has several 
factors that directly or indirectly effect clutch and egg size. 


TABLE 6 

MEAN WEIGHTS OF EGGS (GRAMS) IN FIRST AND RENEST CLUTCHES 
IN THREE DIFFERENT YEARS 




1964 

1965 

1967 

All Years 

First Clutch 

Eggs 

17 

31 

33 

81 


X 

1.85*0.03 

1.70*0.03 

1.6l±0.02 

1.70+0.02 

Renest Clutch 

Eggs 

30 

29 

18 

86* 


X 

1.73*0.03 

1.76+0.03 

1.63±0.03 

1.71*0.02 

All Clutches 

Eggs 

47 

60 

51 



X 

1.77±0.02 

1.73*0.02 

1.62+0.02 



* Includes 9 eggs from two clutches in 1963 and one in 1966. 


Table 6 gives the mean weight of eggs in first nests and renests in 
three years. There was no significant difference in mean weight of eggs 
in first nests or renests in 1965 and 1967 and the data from all five years 
which included two clutches from 1963 and one in 1966 showed a mean of 1.7 
grams for 81 eggs in first nests and 86 eggs in renests. Walkinshaw (1966) 
gives the mean ^veight of 83 eggs at 1.67 grams. 

The eggs of first clutches in 1964 were significantly larger in mean 
weight than eggs in renests. Table 4 shows that this is the only year in 
which a two-egg clutch was found in a renest and the mean clutch size of 
3.1 is just a little smaller than the value of 3.2 for both 1965 and 1967. It 
should also be pointed out that although egg weights are not available in 



Nebraska Bird Review 


quantity for 1963, there were no four-egg clutches in renests in 1963 as 
there were in the other three years. Table 1 shows that 1963 and 1964 were 
the only two years that had much of an increase in mean temperature be¬ 
tween June and July; each having a mean increase of about five degrees 
farenheit. The data suggests more of a decrease in weight of eggs and sug¬ 
gests lower mean clutch size from first nests to renests only in these two 
years and thus temperature may indeed be an important factor in this species. 


TABLE 7 

WEIGHTS OF TRAILL'S FLYCATCHER EGGS IN LAYING SEQUENCE 
IN FIRST NESTS AND RENESTS (GM) 




First Nests 


Renests 

All Eggs 


N 

X 

N 

X 

N 

X 

Egg 1 

20 

i.7i±o.o4 

24 

i.70±o.o4 

44 

1.70±0.02 

2 

21 

1.70±0.03 

23 

i.70±o.o4 

45 

1.6910.02 

3 

21 

i.7o±o.o4 

22 

i.74±o.o4 

43 

1.72±0.03 

4 

14 

l.7l±o.o6 

4 

1.68±0.02 

18 

1.71*0.04 

All Last 

Eggs 21 

1.73±0.o4 

23 

i.74±o.o4 

48 

1.73*0.02 

Apparent 

slight discrepancies are due to two 

factors: the 1 

'All Eggs" 

column 

Includes 

some data 

from nests which 

could not 

; be identified 

as either 

a first 


nest or a renest, and a few eggs were removed from the nests before their weights 
were obtained. 

Table 7 shows the weight of eggs are not significantly different in the 
sequence in which they were laid for all nests and their is no significant 
difference between weight of eggs depending on their sequence in a first 
nest or renest. Furthermore, I found that first, second or third eggs of 
three-and four-egg clutches were not significantly different in weight. For 
instance, 24 first eggs of three-egg clutches and 17 first eggs of four-egg 
clutches both had a mean weight of 1.7 grams. Further, there was no sig¬ 
nificant difference in mean weight of the last egg in 25 three-egg and 18 
four-egg clutches; 1.76-J-0.03 and l^O-^O.Ol, respectively. 

Egg dimensions. Table 8 shows there is no significant difference be¬ 
tween the mean lesser diameters and greater diameters of eggs depending 
on the sequence of laying except that fourth eggs are a little smaller. The 
shape of the egg was determined by dividing the lesser diameter by the 
greater diameter and multiplying by 100 to obtain an index as used by Beer 
(1965) and Holcomb (1969). It is clear from Table 8 that the mean shape 
of the eggs remains the same regardless of the sequence. 

I also calculated the index of all first eggs of first nests and renests 
and found they were the same shape with values of 76.7 for both. 

Walkinshaw (1966) measured 155 eggs and reported mean values of 
13.3 x 17.7 mm. Stein (1958) reported that fee-bee-o eggs were larger than 
fitz-bew eggs. He reported dimensions of 30 eggs at 13.7 x 17.9. Values given 
by Farley (1901) and Mousley (1931) in inches appear larger but not ap¬ 
preciably so when consideration is given for measurement given in inches. 
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TABLE 8 

MEAN DIMENSIONS OF TRAILL'S FLYCATCHER EGGS (mm) AND INDICES 



N 

Lesser Diameter 

Greater Diameter 

Egg Index 

Egg 1 

45 

13.76 ± 0.09 

17.93 ± 0.12 

76.7 

2 

44 

13.70 ± 0.08 

18.02 ± 0.12 

76.0 

3 

44 

13.74 ± 0.07 

17.99 ± 0.13 

76.4 

4 

18 

13.63 ± 0.13 

17.83 ± 0.19 

76.4 

All Last Eggs 

44 

13.77 ± 0.07 

18.04 ± 0.12 

76.3 

All Eggs 

164 

13.72 ± 0.04 

17.98 ± 0.06 

76.3 


Incubation period. The incubation period for 28 nests was 13.3J-0.1 
days with a range of from 12 to 14 days. There were 26 nests where 1 had 
the data on total egg mass represented by one nest with 12 days, 18 nests 
with 13 days and 7 nests with 14 days. The mean clutch weight was 4.8 
grams for the 12 day incubation, 5.90^0.22 for the 13 day incubations and 
5.85-J-0.54 for the 14 day incubations. There is no significant difference 
between the clutch weights taking 13 or 14 days to hatch. 

There was no significant difference in the mean length of incubation 
for 13 first nests (13.2 days) and 15 renests (13.3 days). Furthermore, 
there was no significant difference in the mean incubation period of 8 nests 
in 1964 (13.1 days), 13 nests in 1965 (13.3 days) and 6 nests in 1967 (13.2 
days). I suspect that the differences ranging between 12 and 14 days are 
due to several factors among which are incubation constancy of a female, 
ambient temperature, relative humidity, and perhaps egg mass. 

King (1955) reported his data tended to confirm an incubation period 
of 12 days as reported by Burns (1915), Bendire (1895) and Dawson and 
Bowles (1909). Stein (1958) reported an incubation period of 12 days for 
three nests and 13 days for one nest. Walkinshaw (1966) reported 15 days 
for three nests, 14 days for three nests and 13 days for one nest. Berger 
(1967) confirmed the statement by Walkinshaw that the incubation period 
of Traill’s Flycatcher varies from 13 to 15 days. 

Renesting Flycatchers usually will renest at least once after a nest 
failure. I will publish elsewhere the data on nest success and time intervals 
required for building of nests in first nests and renests. 

The mean distance between first nests and the first renest for 17 pairs 
was 36.5-j-7.7 meters, with a range of just less than 1 meter to 115 meters. 
Two of these 17 pairs built a third nest after a second nest failure. The dis¬ 
tance between the second nest and third nest was 11 and 29 meters, re¬ 
spectively. McCabe (1963) reported a mean distance of 24.5 meters for 25 
relocations to first renest and 30.8 meters from first renest to second renest 
in four females. 

The mean height of 13 first nests in this study was 65.8^3.9 inches, 
for 13 second nests 54.2-|-5.7 and 2 third nests 52.3 inches. There was a 
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trend to build lower nests with eight second nests lower than the first and 
five higher than the first. The two pairs building a third nest built them 
lower than their second nests. McCabe (1963) reported 20 original nests at 
55.8 inches and renests at 56.3 inches. 

Eight species of vegetation were used as primary nest supports in re- 
nesting studies. Of 17 pairs, seven used the same species in the second nest 
and 10 used a different species. Of the two pairs nesting three times each, 
one pair used Salix all 3 times, the other used Salix the first time and Ce- 
phalanthus the last two times. Examples of changes in primary support from 
the first to the second nesting attempt were Crataegus to Cornus , Comus to 
Crataegus , Prunus to Rhus , Salix to Comus, Salix to Cephalanthus, and 
Sambucus to Rosa. McCabe found only two cases of switching to a different 
plant species in 25 renests. 

I have little data on number and size of nest support stems in first nests 
and renests. Seven pairs had a mean of 4.1-J-0.3 support stems in first nests 
and 4.4-J-0.4 in renests. Of these support stems, 2.6-J-0.5 were built into the 
nest structure in first nests and 2 . 63 ^ 0.3 in renests. Diameters of 23 stems 
supporting first nests was S.8^0.4 mm and 25 stems for renests, 3.8J-0.5 
mm. Therefore, the mean number and size of stems supporting nests and 
built into nests was remarkably similar for first nests and renests. 

McCabe (1963) identified renests of pairs by weaving colored darning 
cotton into the first nest and identifying the renest which contained some 
of the colored cotton from the first nest. I tried marking the nests in this 
study but used colored wool yarn which was not suitable as McCabe points 
out in his paper. One female did move two 3-inch pieces of white yarn to her 
renest. 

I captured one female and color-marked her. She abandoned her four 
eggs and did not lay a first egg in a second nest until 12 days later; much 
later than the mean of 6.6 days reported for all females. The study area 
was checked systematically for nests and as I spent several hours in the field 
each day and was searching for nests of all species, all flycatcher nests were 
discovered. Searches in the winter months of 1963 and 1964 after foliage was 
gone revealed no nests that had been missed. 

Age at fledging I had 83 fledgings on which the age was available 
ranging between 11 and 19 days. The one fledging at 19 days grew very 
slowly but was a single nestling. Eighty-two young fledged between 11 and 
14 days with a mean of 12.3—(—0.1. 

Age at fledging for birds from nests containing different numbers of 
nestlings was 11.0 for two nests containing one young each, 12.0^0.2 in 
four nests containing two young, 12.4-j-O.l for 17 nests containing three 
young and 12.3-J-0.2 for four nests containing four young. A significant dif¬ 
ference exists between the mean age of fledging from nests containing two 
and three nestlings. 

Burns (1921) reports fledging at 13 to 14 days. Berger and Hofslund 
(1950) report a period of 14 to 15 days. King (1955) reported a period of 
more than 12 days. Walkinshaw (1966) gave a variation of between 12 and 
16 days for 13 young and Berger (1967) reported 13 to 16 days for 45 young 
with most of them leaving after 14 or 15 days. 
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Thirteen - and fourteen-day-old Traill's Flycatcher nestlings. 


TABLE 9 

INCUBATION BEHAVIOR OF TRAILL'S FLYCATCHERS 



Number 
of Hours 
Observed 

Incubation 
Constancy 
Per Cent 

Mean Sessions 
and Recesses 
Per Hour 

Mean Length 
of Sessions 
(min.) 

Mean Length 
of Recesses 
(min.) 

Total 

34.98 

64.0 

3.81 

10.10 

5.66 

Days 1-4 

13.70 

57.3 

3.8 

9.03 ' 

6.74 

Days 5-8 

9.06 

73.5 

4.5 

9-74 

3.51 

Days 9-13 

12.22 

64.8 

3.3 

11.88 

6.44 


Incubation behavior and constancy. Incubation behavior was observed 
on two females in 1965 for 34.9 hours with an incubation constancy of 64.0 
per cent. All the recording was accomplished after 1000 hours, and nearly all 
after 1200 hours. Table 9 shows less incubation in the early portion of incu¬ 
bation than the middle and later portions. 

The mean number of recesses and sessions was 3.81 of each per hour 
with the mean interval in minutes lasting 10.10 and 5.66, respectively. 

Several different behavioral components were seen while the females 
were incubating. Table 10 illustrates the differences in frequency of occur¬ 
rence of nine behaviors which are described below. 
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TABLE 10 

MEAN FREQUENCY OF DIFFERENT BEHAVIOR COMPONENTS WHILE INCUBATING 

Mean Frequency of Occurrence Mean Number of Minutes 

Per Hour Observed Between Occurrences 



Female 

51 

Female 

53 

Combination 

Female 

51 

Female 

53 

Combination 

Settling 

Movements 

23.6 

23.5 

23.6 

1.7 

1.6 

1.6 

Stand Up 

Adjust Eggs 

5.6 

5.3 

5.5 

7.0 

7.0 

7.0 

Preen 

7.0 

2.5 

4.7 

5.6 

14.8 

8.1 

Stand Up, No 

Egg Adjustment 

2.2 

3.1 

2.7 

17.8 

11.9 

14.3 

Shut Eyes 

1.1 

2.1 

1.6 

37.6 

17.6 

24.0 

Spread Wings 

0.8 

0.0 

0.4 

52.0 

o.o 

103.4 

Turn Around 

0.6 

1.8 

1.3 

61.5 

20.2 

30.5 

Peck at Insect 

1.3 

7.8 

4.6 

30.8 

4.8 

8.3 

Pant 

0.9 

0.2 

0.5 

45.1 

166.8 

70.7 


Settling movements - the female settled slowly onto the eggs making 
several rocking movements laterally and anterior-posteriorly. This serves 
to bring the eggs into contact with incubation patch and probably aids in 
turning the eggs. 

Stand up and adjust eggs - the female stands up and tucks the bill under 
her breast, moving the eggs with her bill. 

Preen - the female uses her bill to adjust and clean feathers with or 
without standing. If she stands up to preen without adjusting eggs I also 
recorded the behavior described next. 

Stand up in nest and sit back down without egg manipulation with the 

bill. 

Shut eyes for brief periods of time; she appeared to be dozing. 

Spread wings wide as if stretching to become comfortable. Only one of 
the two females did this. 

Turn around on the nest to face a different direction. 

Peck at insect flying near the nest or crawling on the nest or nearby 
vegetation. 

Pant with the mouth wide open. This occurred primarily when ambient 
temperature was above 80° F. 

The females always hopped to the nest rim when leaving or approach¬ 
ing. They often left the nest in answer to the male near the nest uttering 
what I would describe as a sneezy form of the fitz-bew. 

In response to other species, females crouched low when Cbrnmon 
Grackles (Quiscalus quiscula) landied nearby or a Robin gave alarm calls. 
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I saw a female turn the head and listen intently as House Sparrows (Passer 
domesticus) chattered or a beagle dog passed nearby. The head was up and 
alert when Blue Jays (Cyanocitta cristata) called. There was no visible re¬ 
action to a loud train whistle. 

Gusts of wind caused females to crouch low in the nest and make settling 
movements. During hard rains the females never left the nest for more than 
one minute and one had the longest session of 41.0 minutes. When precipita¬ 
tion was heavy one female stood with the wings partially spread, overlapping 
sides of the nest to shed water. 

On day 12 incubation female 51 stood and cocked her head several times 
looking at the eggs, although no eggs hatched until day 14. 

The male influenced female behavior by calling near dark. One evening 
I recorded 38 calls from one and 26 calls from another male in a period of 
two minutes right at dusk. 

Mates of females 51 and 53 both came and looked into the nest quickly 
and then left. The mate of female 51 came to the nest with the female on 
day 9 incubation. The female got on the nest and the male fed her an insect. 
She opened her mouth for more food; he looked at her for a moment and flew 
away. The female then sat for a session of 38.75 minutes, three times the 
length of any previous session for that observation period. About an hour 
later the male appeared suddenly on the nest rim with a mouthful of in¬ 
sects. He appeared so suddenly that the startled female flew off quickly. The 
male then called once, ate part of his mouthful of insects, picked up and ate 
some insects or parts of insects he had dropped in the nest and left. On day 
12 incubation the male flew to the nest rim with the female. The female got 
on the eggs and he flew away. About three minutes later he returned and 
she left. He remained perched on the nest rim for 12.25 minutes until she 
returned again. 

TABLE 11 


PARENTAL BEHAVIOR OF A PAIR OF TRAILL’S FLYCATCHERS 



Minutes Between Events 



Day of Hatching 
and First Day- 
After Hatching 
(176 minutes) 

Days 4 and 5 
After Hatching 

(183 .minutes) 

Days 6 and 7 
After Hatching 

(120 minutes) 

Male Feed Nestlings 

19.6 

6.5 

4.0 

Female Feed Nestlings 

4.2 

5.5 

5.7 

Consume Fecal Sacs 

7.3 

30.5 

40.0 

Carry Away Fecal Sacs 

— 

18.3 

15.0 

Stand Up and Look at 
Brooded Nestlings 

2.1 

6.6 

— 

Per Cent of Female 

Time Brooding 

56 

25 

0 
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Parental behavior of a pair of TrailVs Flycatchers. Table 11 shows 
parental behavior as the nestlings grew older. Unfortunately, this nest and 
its three nestlings were destroyed by a predator nine days after the: nestlings 
hatched. 

Both the male and female fed the young but the female did most of the 
feeding of the neonates. She fed them quite often while brooding by standing 
up and tucking her head down to their beaks. It appeared she fed nestlings 
several times in each session of brooding and' therefore must have crop food 
to regurgitate. The frequency of female feeding remained about the same 
but the males frequency increased with age of nestlings. 

Both the male and female consumed some fecal sacs and carried others 
away. Fewer fecal sacs were consumed as nestlings grew and the frequency 
of carrying them away increased. 

The female brooded less and stood up to look at nestlings less as they 
grew older. With freshly hatched and one-day-old nestlings she shut her 
eyes, preened, panted and pecked at nearby insects while brooding. This was 
not observed thereafter. 

Adults sometimes brought a large insect to the nest and ate part of it 
themselves after the nestlings were satiated. The female nearly always 
left the nest as the male approached. It appeared as if she were somewhat 
afraid of him. When brooding for several minutes, the female remained on 
the nest until the male came to feed young. 

Other observations. In 1965 female 69 built her first nest on 10 June 
only one meter from a Red-winged Blackbird ( Agelaius phoeniceus) nest 
containing young. She laid three eggs but incubated them only two days. 
She then tore her nest down and built a second nest 115 meters away. Female 
70 built a nest only two meters away from a Red-wing nest and! laid her 
third egg of a four-egg clutch on the same day that Red-wing young were 
hatching in that nest. The Flycatcher and the Red-wing both raised their 
broods successfully. 

In 1963, I watched for territorial defense behavior between eight pairs 
that had active nests simultaneously. The nests nearest one another were 
42 meters apart and there was much fighting and chasing between these 
two pairs. The next nearest pair of neighbors had a distance of 106 meters 
between nests. Four of 14 nests studied in 1963 had adults which made 
mock attacks while clicking their beaks. The nestlings were never younger 
than seven days when this behavior was displayed. 

Only one of 50 Goldfinch nests studied had nestlings before 7 August 
in 1963, which was the date when the Flycatchers had all left the nests. 
There was never any competition noted between the two species although 
both utilized the same habitat and species of nesting sites at approximately 
the same height. 

Flycachers were often observed attacking larger birds such as Robins 
and Catbirds ( Dumetella carolinensis) if they came near the nest while 
nestlings were present. 

The nests of flycatchers appeared to be spaced closer to each other if 
they were not in the same stage of progress ( i.e. if only eggs were present, 
or eggs in one nest and fledglings in the nest of its nearest neighbor. 
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SUMMARY 

Traill’s Flycatchers breeding biology was studied for five years between 
1963 andi 1967 in either Ohio or Nebraska. Mean date of first nest construc¬ 
tion was very similar for all years. Photoperiod is probably the annual con¬ 
stant to which the birds respond and temperature and rainfall may be the 
proximate factors. 

Nest supports were varied with higher rates of use of certain species 
depending on the habitat. Mean nest height was 54.8 inches with no differ¬ 
ence in height of first nests and renests. Nest linings^ had a variety of sub¬ 
stances with fine grasses the most abundant. Mean nest dimensions are re¬ 
ported and do not differ in size depending on height of nest except that 
lower nests have a greater outer depth than high nests. Nest support stems 
were counted and measured and showed no difference in number depending 
on nest height. Nest dimensions change as nestlings grow. Nests producing 
four fledglings were stretched to a significantly larger size than nests pro¬ 
ducing two or three fledglings. 

Eggs were laid early in the morning in first nests and renests; usually 
before 930 hours. Brown-headed Cowbird parasitism occurred in seven of 88 
or eight per cent of the nests. Female flycatchers responded in several dif¬ 
ferent ways to the foreign eggs. No Cowbirds were fledged. 

There is a significant difference in the mean clutch size of 3.68 in first 
nests and 3.14 in renests. Three-egg clutches in first nests and renests weigh 
the same, and the same holds true for four-egg cluches. Mean weight of 
three-egg clutches was greater in 1964 and 1965 than 1967. Mean weight 
of individual eggs was also less in 1967. The mean weight of eggs for all 
years was 1.7 grams for 81 eggs in first nests and for 86 eggs in renests. 
There is a possibility that increase in temperature influences egg size in this 
species. 

Mean weight of eggs is the same regardless of the sequence in laying. 
They are also the same weight if in the same sequence of either a three-or 
four-egg clutch. Eggs have nearly the same mean dimensions regardless of se¬ 
quence of laying. 

The incubation period for 28 nests was 13.3—j-0.1 days. There is no firm 
evidence that total egg mass in nests effected length of incubation. There 
was no difference in the mean length of incubation in first nests and renests 
or between years. 

Renesting data showed a mean distance of 36.5 meters between the first 
nest and renest of 17 pairs. There was a tendency for building lower nests in 
renests. A great variety of nest supports were used in first nests and renests. 
Mean numbers and diameters of support stems were the same for first nests 
and renests. 

Age at fledging was 12.3 -J- o.l for 82 birds. Nests with three nestlings 
took a significantly longer timeT to fledge than those with two nestlings. 

Incubation constancy was 64 per cent with a mean of 3.8 each of re¬ 
cesses and sessions each hour. Several behavior components such as settling 
movements, adjusting eggs and preening were quantified. The male occasion¬ 
ally feeds the female on the nest. 

Observations were made of feeding, eating of fecal sacs, and disposal of 
fecal sacs by the male and female. The female brooded less as nestlings grew 
older. 

Other observations included interspecific and intraspecific conflicts. 
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NOTES ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF SOME 
SUMMER BIRDS IN NEBRASKA 

Richard C. Rosche 

During the last few days of June 1970 and for a longer period in late 
June and early July 1972, my wife and I had the opportunity to observe birds 
in a number of diverse habitats in various parts of Nebraska, but primarily 
in the central and western sections. Based on a study of Rapp, et al. (Revised 
Check-list of Nebraska Birds, 1958) and Cortelyou, et al. (Supplement 
Through 1970), some of our observations deserve to be recorded for the use 
of future students of Nebraska ornithology. 

Western Grebe — On June 27, 1970 we observed a pair of adults with 
a brood of three downy young on a small lake at the Crescent Lake National 
Wildlife Refuge, Garden County. On July 13, 1972 on a small lake on the 
north side of State Highway 2 just east of the town of Hyannis, Grant 
County, we watched some 25 adults and dozens of young. The Check-list 
mentions only a possible 1956 nesting record for Lake McConaughy. 

White Pelican — About 10 individuals were noted on July 13, 1972 on 
a lake south of State Highway 2, about three miles east of Ellsworth, Sheri¬ 
dan County. The Check-list refers to Harlan County Reservoir and Lake 
McConaughy as being the only known summer visitant areas. 

Redhead — A single pair was observed on a small pond near Whitney 
Lake, Dawes County on June 26, 1972. This area is north and west of the 
summer area outlined in the Check-list. 

Virginia Rail — Northwest of the known breeding area according to the 
Check-list was a single bird that darted across a dirt road in front of our 
car in the early evening of June 26, 1972 near Whitney Lake, Dawes County. 

Ring-billed Gull — About nine individuals were studied as they sat on 
the edge of a small sandhill slough on the east side of Route 27, about 10 
miles north of Ellsworth, Sheridan County on July 13, 1972. The Check-list 
classes this species as only a migrant. 

Chimney Swift — Up to three individuals were recorded on several 
evenings between June 26 and July 12, 1972 as they flew about the City of 
Crawford, Dawes County. This extends the summer .ange considerably 
farther west than the North Platte Region as noted in the Check-list. 

Tree Swallow — Two individuals were studied on June 28, 1972 as they 
flew around in likely nesting habitat among dead snags of cottonwood trees 
on the edge of Whitney Lake, Dawes County. The Check-list indicates a poor¬ 
ly known status in the western part of the State. 

Black-billed Magpie — One bird observed on June 19, 1972 near Alex¬ 
andria Lakes State Recreation Area, Jefferson County, seemed farther east 
than the Check-list indicates for summer. 

Common Raven — On June 23, 1972 we observed a single bird along 
Route 83 in Valentine National Wildlife Refuge, Cherry County. This ob¬ 
servation augments other recent reports as noted in the Supplement. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch — On June 22, 1972 we studied a single indi 
vidual as it fed in various pines near the eastern end of Trail 223 at the 
Bessey Division of NebraskaNa tional Forest, Thoms County. The Check-list 
does not indicate any previous summer records. 

Pygmy Nuthatch — On June 29, 1970 we watched two birds carrying 
food to a nesting hole located about 20 feet above ground in a dead snag of 
a Ponderosa Pine in Smiley Canyon, Fort Robinson State Park, Sioux Coun- 
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ty. Our attention was first called to these birds by their characteristic call 
notes with which we were very familiar from previous experiences in other 
areas. The nesting hole was located primarily by the loud and incessant call¬ 
ing of the young birds in the hole everytime an adult appeared with food. 
Upon revisiting the locality in 1972 we found that the dead snag had disap¬ 
peared and we did not record the species. This is apparently the first definite 
nesting record for the State. 

Sage Thrasher — In sagebrush habitat near Sugarloaf Butte in the 
Toadstool Park area, Sioux County, we noted one individual on June 26, 
1972. On the same date another was noted farther westward near Montrose. 
While the Check-list calls it a very rare summer resident in Sioux County, 
recent records appear to be lacking. 

Bell’s Vireo — On June 26, 1970 we heard and saw one individual in 
dense brush at the campground located on the edge of Lake Ogallala on the 
east side of Route 61, Keith County. This extends the range farther west¬ 
ward than that outlined in the Check-list. 

Solitary Vireo — A singing bird was noted on June 26, 1972 in Ponderosa 
Pine habitat along West Hat Creek, several miles northeast of Harrison, 
Sioux County. The Check-list indicates that summer records are few. 

Audubon’s Warbler — A number of individuals including both females 
and singing males were noted on June 27, 1972 on the Pine Ridge in Pon¬ 
derosa Pine habitat along Routes 2 and 71, Dawes County. A thorough search 
for definite nesting evidence in the future, it seems, would be most produc¬ 
tive there. The Check-list refers only to Warbonnet Canyon, Sioux County, 
as a definite nesting area. 

Orchard Oriole — To help clarify its poorly known status in the western 
part of the State, according to the Check-list, we offer the following observa¬ 
tions: three or four birds on June 26, 1970 at Lake Ogallala, Keith County; 
several on June 27, 1970 around the headquarters buildings at Crescent Lake 
National Wildlife Refuge, Garden County; one on June 28, 1970 at Chadron 
State Park, Dawes County; one on June 20, 1972 at North Platte, Lincoln 
County; one on June 21, 1972 several miles west of Stapleton, Logan County; 
four on June 22, 1972 at the Bessey Division of Nebraska National Forest, 
Thomas County; five on June 23, 1972 at Valentine National Wildlife Refuge, 
Cherry County; two on June 24, 1972 at the Fort Niobrara National Wildlife 

Refuge, Cherry County; and up to six individuals in the Crawford, Dawes 

County area from June 26 through July 12, 1972. 

Indigo Bunting — On June 26 and 27, 1972 we observed a singing male 
in the City Park at Crawford, Dawes County. This individual, being entirely 
bluish in coloration and thereby showing no visible signs of hybridization 
with the Lazuli, was singing a typical Indigo Bunting type song. The 
Check-list indicates that this species is only a migrant in the western part 
of the State. 

Red Crossbill — Our records which follow indicate that this is a summer 
visitant and possible breeder in the Ponderosa Pine forests of the Pine Ridige 
at least during some years. This is at variance with the Check-list which 

indicates only a winter status. We have recorded it as follows: two on June 

29, 1970 in Smiley Canyon, Fort Robinson State Park, Sioux County; two on 
June 28, 1970 at Chadron State Park, Dawes County; and three on June 26, 
1972 along West Hat Creek, several miles northeast of Harrison, Sioux 
County. 
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Black-throated Sparrow — On June 26, 1972 we carefully studied one 
individual as it perched atop various low shrubs and fence posts in the 
immediate vicinity of the sod house at Toadstool Park, Sioux County. For 
about 15 minutes we watched it through 7 x 25 and 7 x 50 binoculars and 
through a 20 power Bausch and Lomb Balscope, Sr. at distances of from 
about 25 to 45 feet. We carefully noted the following characteristics; gen¬ 
erally grayish appearance of the back, wings, and tail; jet black lores, 
throat and 1 upper breast; white lines dorsal (above eye) and ventral to the 
dark cheek patch; white abdomen; and white outer tail feathers. Wing bars 
were absent as well as streakings on the underparts. We both had had pre¬ 
vious experience with this species, the most recent having been during sum¬ 
mer 1971 in southeastern Utah. We did not hear the bird sing. The habitat 
was similar in many respects to that where this species occurs commonly in 
its normal range. This is apparently the first record for the State, since it is 
not listed in the Check-list or its Supplement. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur — Up to six performing males were noted 
on June 27, 1972 along the first six to eight miles of Route 29 south of 
Harrison, Sioux County. The Check-list denotes this as a rare breeder in this 
area, therefore these records are deemed noteworthy. 

—Sanctuary Director 

Neiv Jersey Audubon Society 
Bernardsville, New Jersey 07924 

1972 (FORTY-SEVENTH) SPRING MIGRATION 
AND OCCURRENCE REPORT 

Two hundred and seventy nine species were reported from the ten localities 
shown in the main tabulation, and one additional species is listed in the 
Lake McConaughy report, to give a total of 280. In 1971 273 species were 
reported from eleven localities, with the possibility that the total might have 
been 274 if the unidentified Empidonax species has been identified as one not 
reported. Flickers were not split: Scotts Bluffs, Perkins, Hall, Lancaster, 
and Douglas-Sarpy reported both types; Brown used the Red-shafted line; 
Lincoln, Adams, and Nemaha used the Yellow-shafted line; and Keith did 
not designate for January 30 but did specify Red-shafted for the February 
20 sighting. The 1970 report covered 273 species from eleven localities, and 
the 1969 report covered 268 species from sixteen localities, three of which 
were one-or two-day observations. 

The symbols used in the tabulation are: 

Ja, Fe, Mr, Ap, My, and Je for the months 
W - to indicate a species which was present before January 1 
- S to indicate a species which remained after June 30 
x when no exact date in the month was given 

P to indicate a species which is present all year, although the same 
individual birds may not be present during the whole year, and the number 
of birds present may vary greatly during the year (W - S indicates much 
the same thing, but is used in cases which are considered special circum¬ 
stances rather than the normal pattern.) 

Two dates indicate the first and last record for the area. The informa¬ 
tion is presented in a rough west (left column) to east (right column) order, 
with areas of about the same longitude presented in a north to south order. 

— Text continued on page 85 
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Ap 22 

- 
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" 

- 
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Ap 23 
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My 13 

- 
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- 

" 
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Mr 25 
My 9 
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Pectoral Sandpiper 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 7 
My 13 
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White-rumped Sandpiper 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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" 

" 

- 

Ap 5 
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Least Sandpiper 
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- 
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- 
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Je 10 

- 

My 13 
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" 

- 
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- 
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- 
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P 

P 
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P 
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- 
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- 
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- 
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- 

" 


- 
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My 2 
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- 
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My 3 
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Western Wood Pewee 
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- S 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mr 20 

- 

- 

- 

Olive-sided Flycatcher 

- 

- 

" 

- 

My 30 Ap 25 
My 13 

- 

My 11 

My 20 
Je 3 

- 

Homed Lark 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 
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Ap 13 

P 

P 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tree Swallow 
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" 

" 

- 

- 
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- 

My 3 
My 8 

Ap 8 
Je 2 

- 
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- 

- 

My 31 
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- S 
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- 
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Purple Martin 

- 
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- 
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Blue Jay 

P 

P 

- 
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P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 
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P 

P 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

- 

- 

- 
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P 

P 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 
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P 
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- 
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- 
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P 
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- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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P 
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- 

- 

- 
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P 

P 

P 
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Ap 14 
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Winter Wren 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Fe 10 

- 

- 

_ 

Fe 12 

_ 


Ap 15 


Carolina Wren 
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Long-billed Marsh Wren 

- 


- 
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12 

Mr 

20 
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Ap 
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Short-billed Marsh Wren 

_ 


_ 


_ 
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Ap 

29 



















My 

11 



Rock Wren 
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- 







My 
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Mockingbird 

_ 


My 

4 

- 

Je 

25 



My 

20 

My 

13 

Je 

28 

Ap 

28 

Je 

7 




My 

27 







S 
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S 

Catbird 

My 

13 My 

15 

_ 

My 

24 

Je 

12 

Mr 

20 

My 

11 My 

7 

Ap 

30 

My 
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My 
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S 

- 

S 

- 

S 
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S 
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S 


S 
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My 
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30 
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S 

- 

S 

- 

S 
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S 
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S 

- 

S 


S 
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P 


P 
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18 

P 


Fe 

4 

P 


P 


W 

- 

W 

- 
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- 

S 



“ 
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S 

" 

S 

Wood Thrush 





_ 



Je 

12 



My 

13 



My 

3 











- 

S 








S 



Hermit Thrush 





_ 









Ap 

8 

Ap 

8 

















My 

7 

Ap 

22 



Swainson's Thrush 

Ap 
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10 

_ 







Ap 

11 

Ap 

30 

Ap 
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- 

S 

Je 
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My 

13 My 

30 

My 

28 



Gray-cheeked Thrush 





_ 





Mr 

20 My 

13 My 

11 

My 
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My 

17 

My 

16 
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My 

15 

- 



Je 

14 

Mr 

20 

My 

13 My 

13 















Ap 
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Eastern Bluebird 

Mr 
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- 

Fe 

13 

Fe 

14 

P 

Ap 

13 

Mr 

11 

P 

My 3 


Mr 

26 




- 

S 

- 

S 



“ 
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My 

26 

Mountain Bluebird 

Mr 

8 



_ 


_ 







Fe 
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Ap 

14 


















Townsend's Solitaire 

W 

- 



- 


- 



Ap 

5 
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Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 





_ 


- 







Ap 

22 

My 

13 


















My 

28 



Golden-crowned Kinglet 





_ 


- 

My 

10 Ap 

5 





Mr 

25 


















Ap 
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Ruby-crowned Kinglet 



Ap 

30 

- 


- 

Fe 

14 





Ap 

13 

Mr 

28 






My 

3 










My 

5 

My 

10 



Water Pipit 





- 


- 









Ap 

4 



Sprague's Pipit 

Ap 

23 



- 


- 





Ap 
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Ap 
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Cedar Waxwing 

W 

_ 

Mr 

1 
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- 

W 

- 
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2 

W 

- 

W 

- 

W 
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Mr 

1 

Je 

4 

Je 
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12 

Je 

27 

My 
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25 
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- 
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- 

- 
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- 
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special comments are given below in alphabetical order by counties. The num¬ 
ber of species for each report is shown in parenthesis. In making this count 
“Empidonax sp.” is not counted if a specific species is also listed. 

The alternation of long stretches of unseasonably warm and unseason¬ 
ably cool weather gave rise to some unusual records. 

Adams (169), Hastings; Mrs. O. W. Ritchey (reporter), Brooking Bird 
Club members including Mrs. A. A. Alberts, Mrs. Wm. Helzer, Mrs. Clifford 
Kennedy, Miss Vera Maunder, David Rose, Harold Turner, Miss Bernice 
Welch. A Rufous-sidied Towhee was observed by Miss Maunder at a feeder 
all winter. Blue Grosbeaks nested in the Rose’s yard but the nest was broken 
up by cats before the young hatched. Burrowing Owls were observed in three 
areas. Yellow-billed Cuckoos were unusually plentiful. 

Brown (132), Ainsworth; Mrs. Edith Hurlburt. 

Douglas-Sarpy, (223), Omaha and Bellevue; Carl Swanson, Teta Kain, 
Mrs. S. A. Perkins, Mr. and Mrs. Loren Padelford, R. G. Cortelyou (report¬ 
ers) ; Curtis Abdouch, Florence Borland, Mary Denny, Dorothy Ferguson, 
W. A. Fiske, Katheryn Goodson, Ruth Green, T. A. Hoffman, Tom and F. J. 
Patterson. Red-throated and Common Loons were reported on Folsom Lake 
(near Pacific Junction, Iowa) May 13, and Chuck-will’s-widows and Whip- 
poor-wills were reported from the same area June 5 and 14. The latter two 
had been reported at the Roger Sharpe home (in Iowa, but closer to Omaha) 
in late April. These reports were not included in the tabulation because they 
are outside of the area normally included. A lone male Readhead was seen 
on Lake Manawa at various times during the summer. The Cattle Egret was 
reported in NBR 30:45. The Hoary Redpoll was found at Offutt Base Lake 
by Terry Maxwell, and was observed over a period of several days by others. 
It was very white, with a white rump and a distinct lack of streaking on the 
sides. It could be picked out of the flock of Common Repolls easily without 
binoculars. 
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Hall (117), Grand Island; William Schleicher (reporter), Verneil Grif¬ 
fin, Mr. Heider. 

Keith (39), Lake MeConaughy; Mrs. Jerry Sejkora (reporter), Don 
Sejkora. (Grant) Tabulated separately because it covers only three visits 
over a period of less than a month. 

LAKE MCCONAUGHY (KEITH COUNTY) 

January 30 and February 13 and 20, 1972 
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Lancaster (183), Lincoln; Shirley Doole and Dr. Esther Bennett (re¬ 
porters), Jim Commers, C. W. Huntley, Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Paige, Teta 
Kain (Omaha). The Saw-whet Owls were found by Mr. and Mrs. John Ott in 
a red cedar grove at Branched Oak Lake and were seen by others later. The 
birds permitted the Otts to approach within inches with little indication of 
being disturbed, an action typical of the species. 

Lincoln (105), Hershey; M. A. Cox, supplemented by some observations 
on March 5 by Mrs. Jerry Sejkora and Don Sejkora. 

McPherson (42), Tryon; Mrs. Oona Bassett. The dates begin with June 
17, when Mrs. Bassett returned to the ranch. There seemed to be fewer Long¬ 
billed Curlews this year than last. 

Nemaha (81), Auburn; Mrs. B. F. Mowery (reporter), Ida May Hey- 
wood. 

Perkins (81), Grant; Mrs. Jerry Sejkora (reporter), Don Sejkora. The 
four Snowy Egrets stayed all day at the town drainage pond. They were 
studied carefully to rule out the immature Little Blue Heron. The identifi¬ 
cation was based on the black legs and bill and yellow feet: This is the third 
summer they have seen Dickcissels. 

Sarpy, see Douglas. 

Scotts Bluff (145), Scottsbluff; Mrs. Roy J. Witschy (reporter), Mrs. 
M. A. Banghart, Mrs. J. J. Brasher, Lydia Bolz, Mrs. Lee Kenitz, Mrs. Melvin 
Maxwell, Mrs. Alvin Vance. The Baltimore Oriole was included on the 1971 
Christmas Count. (NBR 30:21). The White-winged and Gray-headed Juncoes 
were observed by Mrs. Leroy Kenitz and Mrs. Alvin Vance. 
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PERKINS COUNTY 1971 FALL OCCURRENCE REPORT. The follow¬ 
ing- report was not received in time for inclusion in the regular tabulation 
(NBR) 30:28). Sixty-four species are listed; Mrs. Jerry Sejkora (reporter), 
Don Sejkora, both of Grant. Turkey Vulture N 28, Sharp-shinned Hawk Sp 

12 to 22, Marsh Hawk P, Sparrow Hawk Au 31 to Sp 24, Bobwhite Au 31 to 
0 15, Ring-necked Pheasant, P, Sandhill Crane 0 30, Killdeer S to Sp 26, 
Mourning Dove Sp 1 to 0 25, Great Horned Owl P, Burrowing Owl S to, J1 
21, Common Nighthawk Au 27 to Sp 6, Hummingbird sp. (young) Au 5 to 
Au 19, Belted Kingfisher July 11 to 13, Flicker P, Red-headed Woodpeccker 
Au 25 to Sp 5, Downy Woodpecker 0 20, Eastern Kingbird J1 18 to Sp 1 
Western Kingbird S to Sp 19, Empidonax sp. J1 30 to Sp 26, Horned Lark 
P, Barn Swallow S to Sp 25, Purple Martin S to Sp 25, Blue Jay P, Black¬ 
billed Magpie P, Common Crow P, Red-breasted Nuthatch Sp 27, House 
Wren Au 29 to 0 6, Catbird Au 30 to Sp 27, Brown Thrasher S to Sp 30, 
Robin P, Swainson’s Thrush Sp 5 to 26, Loggerhead Shrike P, Starling P, 
Orange-crowned Warbler Sp 15 to 0 4, Yellow Warbler Au 9 to 13p 17, Mae- 
Gillivray’s Warbler Sp 6, Yellowthroat J1 3 to 0 5, Yellow-breasted Chat 
Sp 9, Wilson’s Warbler Au 30 to 0 2, American Redstart Au 26 to Sp 9, 
House Sparrow P, Western Meadowlark P, Yellow-headed Blackbird Sp 19, 
Red-winged Blackbird S to 0 17, Orchard Oriole S to J1 15, Baltimore Oriole 
S to Au 25, Brewer’s Blackbird Sp 19, Black-headed Grosbeak Au 24, Dickcis- 
sel S to J1 22, American Goldfinch Sp 3 to W, Green-tailed Towhee Sp 14 
to 16, Rufous-sided Towhee Sp 9 to 0 21, Lark Bunting S to Sp 2, Grasshop¬ 
per Sparrow S to J1 22, Slate-colored Junco Sp 15 to W, Oregon Junco 0 

13 to D 13, Tree Sparrow 0 25 to D 18, Chipping Sparrow Au 10 to 27, Clay- 
colored Sparrow Au 27 to 0 5, Harris’ Sparrow 0 14 to N 1, White-crowned 
Sparrow Sp 12 to N 1, White-throated Sparrow Sp 28 to 0 6, Song Sparrow 
0 6 . 


BOOK REVIEWS 

KEY TO NORTH AMERICAN WATERFOWL. Stephen R. Wylie 
and Stewart S. Furlong, illustrations by Jack R. Schroeder. Livingston 
Publishing Company, Wynnewood, Penn., 1972, 32 pages, $3.95. 

This book (pamphlet, really) is printed on plastic, not paper, and is 
supposed to be waterproof and washable. It shows, for each of forty-four 
species of waterfowl, a color picture of each sex; a black-and-white sketch 
of the bird in flight (with particular marks pointed 1 out for most species) 
and in take-off. It also indicates for each of the Atlantic, Mississippi, Cen¬ 
tral, and Pacific areas whether the species is common, uncommon, rare, or 
accidental. The book is intended primarily for the hunter and does not give 
as much information on the species as is given in the commonly-used field 
guides, but it is compact (5 y 2 x 8i/ 2 ) > light, and should be durable. 

—Ed. 

WORDS FOR BIRDS: A Lexicon of North American Birds with Bio¬ 
graphical Notes. Edward S. Gruson. Quadrangle Books, Inc., New York. Pp. 
xiv, 305. $8.95. 

After a very short comment on how common and scientific names are 
formed this book takes up about 800 North American and Hawaiian birds, 
giving the meaning of the scientific names, and the reasons for the common 
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names. The “Biographical Notes” are on the individuals whose names are 
used in either the common or scientific names. The 238 illustrations are 
taken from Alexander Wilson’s American Orinthology (according to the 
dust jacket and publicity release - if this information is given in the book 
itself the reviewer missed it). Anyone with the least bit of curiousity about 
bird names will find this book interesting and will like to have it handy, 
though whether in his own library or in the public library will depend on 
the depth of his curiousity and of his pocketbook. For anyone who wonders 
why Lucy and Virginia had warblers rather than hurricanes named for them, 
or any similar question, this book is the place to find out. 

— Ed. 

BIRD SONG AND BIRD BEHAVIOR. Donald J. Borror. Dover Pub¬ 
lications, Inc., New York. 12” 33 1/3 RPM record, 32 page booklet. 1972. $3.00. 

For the most part the record can stand alone, but the parallel text does 
help, and spectrographs of selected calls or portions of calls do add to the 
understanding of what is heard. There is a short introduction on a few of 
the problems of recording bird songs, and a little discussion on songs, calls, 
and nonvocal sounds. But most of the record is devoted to illustrations of 
development of songs as a bird matures, the variation of songs by an indi¬ 
vidual bird, between birds of the same species (quite often geographical, with 
an interesting example of difference in Cardinal songs recorded a few miles 
apart at Columbus, Ohio). He gives some examples of unusual songs - some 
typical for no known reason, some due to circumstances (twilight, flight), and 
some due to poor schooling (he gives three songs - one by a Bachman’s 
Sparrow, one by a Field Sparrow, and one by a Rufous-sided Towhee all of 
which sound like a Field Sparrow). Then there are examples of songs of birds 
which look alike (Empidonax in the example) but sound different, and of 
birds which look different but sound much alike. This is not a guide to bird 
calls (only forty-eight species are used in the examples), but it does pro¬ 
vide a better understanding of the subject. This reviewer was particularly 
interested in the examples giving a song at normal speed, and then Vt’ 
and sometimes at speed. 

— Ed. 


1972 FALL FIELD DAY 

About thirty people participated in the Fall Field Day held October 15, 
on the Dr. Louis Gilbert farm, near Cedar Bluffs. The temperature was in 
the mid fifties, it was cloudy, and there was some light rain. A total of 
forty three species were seen there during the day: 

Pied-billed Grebe, Blue-winged Teal, Wood Duck, Cooper’s and Sparrow 
Hawks, Ring-necked Pheasant, Killdeer, Rock and Mourning Doves, Belted 
Kingfisher, Flicker; Red-bellied, Red-headed, Hairy, and Downy Woodpeck¬ 
ers; Blue Jay, Common Crow, Black-capped Chickadee; White-breasted and 
Redubreasted Nuthatches; Brown Creeper, House Wren, Robin, Eastern Blue¬ 
bird; Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned Kinglets; Starling, Myrtle Warbler, 
House Sparrow, Meadowlark sp., Red-winged Blackbird, Common Grackle, 
Cardinal, Pine Siskin, American Goldfinch, Rufous-sided Towhee, Slate- 
colored Junco; Tree, Harris’, White-crowned, White-throated, Lincoln’s, and 
Song Sparrows. 
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NOTES 

STELLER’S Jay. On August 12, 1971, we saw a Steller’s Jay near the 
river at Brule. 

— Mrs. Jerry Sejkora, Grant. 

CAROLINA WREN. During the past few years a Carolina Wren has 
chosen to have his home with us, nesting in the work-shop or sheds, but not 
this (1972) summer — it wintered with us, but now has chosen to live about 
half a mile north of our house, among the willow trees along the road at the 
foot of the bluff. We hope it will be back for winter food. 

— Ida May Heywood, Peru 

MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD. A single male Mountain Bluebird ( Sialia 
currucoides) was observed resting and feeding at Wagon Train Recreation 
Grounds east of Hickman in Lancaster County on 26 February 1972. The 
bird remained in the immediate vicinity in spite of a determined attempt to 
secure a photograph, and when I left the bird was singing close to the point 
where it first was observed. The two photographs, although good enough 
to easily identify the bird, are mediocre. 

— C. W. Huntley, Crete 

PRAIRIE W T ARBLER. On 23 September 1972 I had a Prairie Warbler 
in the yard. I saw it four times close up, and I knew it as soon as I saw 
it because I had seen it a number of times in Florida, but I looked it up 
anyway. 

—Oona Bassett, Tryon 

WINTER YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD. On 30 December 1971 
we were half a mile east of Niobrara, Knox County, when we spotted a 
male Yellow-headed Blackbird, Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus. The bird 
was sitting on a branch of a dead tree in a marshy area of Lewis and Clark 
Lake. No other birds were seen around him. 

Royal, DeGrazio and Guarino, Gammell (1971, Migration of banded Yel¬ 
low-headed Blackbirds. Condor 73: 100-106) report that Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds banded in North and South Dakota migrate south to south-central 
Mexico in August and September. Fall Occurrence Reports (Nebraska Bird 
Review) show Yellow-headed Blackbirds to occur in Nebraska until late 
November. This agrees with Bent (1958, Life History of North American 
Blackbirds, Orioles, Tanagers and Allies. U. S. National Mus. Bull. 211), 
who states that the fall migration through the central United Staes is from 
July through late November. 

Late sightings of Yellow-headed Blackbirds on 28 December 1967 in 
McPherson County and 1 January 1967 in Adams County have also been 
made. It is possible that these are sick or injured non-migratory birds, but 
we observed no evidence to that effect in the individual we encountered. 

—Norman E. Kopecky, University of Nebraska at Omaha 
—Thomas F. Pesek, University of Nebraska at Lincoln 

GRAY-HEADED JUNCO. On February 5, 1968, in the back yard next 
door there was a strange junco in company of three Slate-colored and one 
Oregon Junco. The lores were black, the sides and breast light gray, the bill 
was light and the eye dark, and it had a bright russet back. It apparently 
was the northern form of the Gray-headed Junco. In March I was in the 
Gila National Monument and found a whole flock of a dozen or more of the 
southern race. 


— Carol Kinch, Lincoln 
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